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Who Will Care For the 
Caregivers?

Anonymous Neighbor on W 29th 
I remember the beginning of this. I was sitting at 

the coronavirus (COVID-19) screening desk of my 
hospital and an elderly man, wearing a mask, goggles, 
and gloves, brought me a painter’s suit and a respirator 
that he used painting houses in the seventies. “I just 
thought you gals might be able to use this,” he said with 
a sad look in his eyes that was meant to communicate 
more than he could ever say. He came from a time 
when all nurses were females, and I think the idea of so 
many little ladies being in danger was disturbing to him. 
This was back when people were afraid to step foot in a 
hospital. The community was pouring love into us, in 
every way they knew how. We had meals every day, 
masks were being sent from across the country, friends 
sewing us scrub caps to cover our hair. Strangers were 
telling me thank you for my service. I cried every time I 
saw a video of places like New York City or Chicago at 
hospital shift change, deafening roars of support 
echoing through the high-rises in solidarity for those 
that would be on the front lines of Covid19. It felt a bit like 
we were astronauts, blasting into space away from our 
family and friends, to fight an alien we didn’t know much 
about.

The hospitals were quiet last spring. In the 
Emergency Department, you’ll get a dirty look if you use 
‘the Q-word,’ because ER nurses are superstitious that a 
word like that can conjure a raging drunk and suicidal 
patient, covered in bedbugs, with a head bleed and 
explosive C-diff. One thing to know about hospitals, is 
that they will never staff a unit in a way that supports 
patient safety, or small things like nurses being able to 
consistently take lunch breaks or pee more than once in 
a twelve hour shift. Not without 
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WHCA Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursdays of 
February, April, June, September, & November.

 All neighbors are welcome!

Next Meeting: 
Feb. 11, 2021 @ 6:30 pm

Virtual Meeting
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woodlandheightsrva.org, Facebook and Nextdoor.
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Researching Your 
House

 
You own your house; you’ve 
spent untold weekends 
repairing and painting so not 
one plaster crack remains; and 
the yard is now fully 
landscaped:  So what to do 
now?  Have you ever wondered 
just how old your house really 
is?  Or who has lived there 
before you?  Perhaps it is time 
to do some research.  It really 
is not hard to do at all, it just 
takes some dedicated time.  A 
warning:  uncovering the history 
of your house can be addictive.  
But what a fun addiction! 
 
There are essentially two 
research tasks to complete in 
order to determine when your 
house was constructed and 
who was the original owner.  
The first task involves a deed 
search.  When you purchased 
your house, you were given a 
deed which included a legal 
description of your property, 
who you are as purchasers, 
and who sold you the property.  
It also included one key bit of 
information:  a reference to a 
former deed that transferred the 
property from a former owner to 
the folks from whom you 
purchased the property.  By 
following this chain of deeds, 
you can construct a list of 
property owners all the way 
back to the original 1890’s deed 
from the Southside Land and 
Improvement Company, the 
developers of Woodland 
Heights.
 
Deed books (on microfilm and 
computer CD’s) are located in 
the basement of the John 
Marshall Courts Building 
downtown.  But remember:  
before the annexation of 1914, 
Woodland Heights was part of 
Chesterfield County.  At some 
point, your deed search will 
reference a deed in the 
Chesterfield Circuit Court 
Clerks Office (located at 9500 
Courthouse Road, in 
Chesterfield).  If your goal is to 
trace the ownership of your 
house and lot back to the 
beginning of Woodland 
Heights, and especially if your 
house is older than 1914, your 
deed search will continue here. 
This is where you will find the 
deed from the Southside Land 
and Improvement Company to 
the first purchaser of your lot.
 
Now that you have a list of the 
chain of title to your property, 
the best way to confirm a 
construction date is to use the 
tax assessment books; lots 
were often purchased for 
investment and sold several 
times before a house was 
constructed.  The Library of 
Virginia has a complete set of 
these books, listed by year.  
Note that there are in fact two 
sets of books:  one set lists 
assessments on personal 
property only. Ask for the Land 
Tax books:  these list the 
assessments of land and 
improvements.  To begin, ask to 
see the land tax book for the 
year that matches the year the 
first person on your deed list 
purchased your property.   
These books have separate 
columns for “Value of Lot” and 
“Value of Building.”  If you only 
see an assessment listed in the 
lot column, then no house 
existed at that time.  Go back to 
the library desk and ask for the 
land tax book for the following 
year.  Continue year by year 
until you find a dollar value in 
the “Value of Building” column.  
This indicates the first year that 
there was an assessment for 
your house, thus providing you 
with a date of construction for 
your house.  In my case there 
was a statement in the 
comment column that stated 
the increased assessment was 
due to the construction of the 
dwelling.
 
When Woodland Heights was 
annexed in 1914, Chesterfield 
County retained the deed 
books, but transferred the tax 
assessment books to the City 
of Richmond (now at the 
Library of Virginia).  When 
using the tax books for dates 
before 1914, be sure to ask for 
the Chesterfield County 
assessment books.  And then 
remember to ask for the City of 
Richmond assessment books 
for years after 1914.
 
The Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources (DHR) 
produced in 2004 a booklet 
entitled:  How to Research Your 
Historic Virginia Property.   It 
includes references to more 
advanced directions of 
research such as city 
directories, wills, maps, etc.  It 
also includes sources where 
you can find these additional 
resources.  There usually are 
copies of this booklet at the 
registration desk at the DHR.
 
So what are you waiting for?  If 
a bit of sleuthing gets you 
excited, then block out some 
time (well, a lot of time) for 
research, and add to the 
enjoyment of owning your old 
house by learning its history 
and confirming its construction 
date.
 
Ron Geraci
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viewpoints expressed by the 
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Heights Civic Association. 

WHCA Meetings are held 
on the 2nd Thursdays of 

February, April, June, 
September & November.

All neighbors are welcome! 

Letter from the President

Dear neighbors,
As we start 2021, I wish you more joy, more hope 

and more cheer this new year. We’ve experienced the 
challenges and change of 2020, and while there’s more 
to come – I hope you’ll join me in looking forward with 
cautious optimism.
 It’s been challenging to carry our mission forward 
over the last 9-10 months. We’ve pivoted to virtual 
meetings (save the date for our next neighborhood 
meeting on Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.) 
and we’ve limited in-person activities based upon 
public health recommendations. It was disappointing to 
shift gears after our success in 2019: from the growth of 
attendance at our neighborhood meetings to the 
success of our community events to the engagement in 
our newsletter, and everything in between. I hope you’ll 
agree that the decision was the right thing to do to help 
keep our family and friends safe.
 If you are interested in helping us safely and 
creatively continue to serve our neighborhood – 
through programs and membership engagement, 
neighborhood safety and more, we are currently 
seeking nominations for our volunteer Board – the 
secretary and vice president roles are now open. Please 
email me at president@woodlandheightsrva.org if you’d 
like to learn more about the roles, responsibilities and 
time commitments.
 
Be kind to one another,
Dawn
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History of Woodland 
Heights | An Outline

Ron Geraci on 32nd. Street (since 1986)
 
·         Boundaries:  West 24th Street at Canoe Run 
Park to West 34th Street at Forest Hill Park,      
Riverside Drive to Forest Hill Avenue, Bainbridge 
Street, and Perry Street.
·         Ca. 1820:  Holden Rhodes, a Canadian, arrived 
as a tutor for Lawyer Samuel Taylor’s sons.
·         Holden Rhodes went on to become an 
attorney himself and became a partner with 
Taylor.
·         Rhodes later purchased approx. 700 acres of 
land between Midlothian Turnpike and the 
James River, then built the Stone House ca. 1840, 
and called his lands Boscobel.
·         Rhodes died in 1857 and his nephew Charles 
Rhodes sold the land to northern businessmen.
·         1889:  This land was acquired by the 
Southside Land and Improvement Company, the 
developers of Woodland Heights.
·         As early as 1853, Smith’s Map shows Rhodes’ 
Land surveyed for a suburban residential 
development called Spring Hill.  The gridiron 
pattern of primary streets with secondary alleys 
is similar to the layout and orientation of 
present-day Woodland Heights.  However, the 
streets were not paved nor developed.  The map 
shows the Richmond & Danville Railroad line 
running along the south bank of the James River.
·         The 1867 Michie’s Map of Richmond showed 
no streets west of Cowardin Street but showed 
“hints” of projected streets west of Cowardin 
Street in the Spring Hill area.  Land in 
present-day Woodland Heights is labeled as 
wooded and undeveloped.
·         The 1876 Beer’s Atlas of Richmond identified 
the area west of Cowardin Street and north of 
Bainbridge Street as “Spring Hill” and showed the 
gridiron pattern of streets.  Semmes Avenue first 
appeared on this atlas.  Beer’s Atlas showed all 
buildings in the city and included one building 
north of Bainbridge Street between 23rd and 
24th Streets.
·         Chesterfield County tax records of 1880 
describe three tracts of land that would 
eventually be combined to form the modern 
subdivision of Woodland Heights:  Grove Farm, 
Spring Hill, and Fonticello.

·         G. William Baist’s 1889 “Atlas of the City of 
Richmond” showed the Spring Hill tract 
restricting it to the area east of Canoe Run; no 
buildings were shown.  Several streets were 
shown extending west of Canoe Run as well as 
north-south 23rd, 24th, and 25th. Streets.
·         The origins of Woodland Heights began 
with the organization of the Southside Land 
and Improvement Company in 1889.
·         In 1889 financier T. C. Williams (of Windsor 
Farms’ fame) purchased a 187-acre tract of 
land west of Manchester and south of the 
Richmond & Danville Railroad.  Chesterfield 
County land tax books lists this as W. F. 
Giddings property called Grove Farm.  This 
land encompassed most of Woodland 
Heights.
·         An 1890 Chamber of Commerce map gives 
the earliest accurate picture of the grid and 
square block plan of Woodland Heights 
subdivision.  The map shows the first name 
given to Forest Hill Park as “Woodland Park”.
·         The Southside Land and Improvement 
Company had recorded a plat of the 
Woodland Heights Subdivision with 
Chesterfield County referenced in the earliest 
1890 deeds transferring building lots to their 
first owners.
·         In 1893, the Southside Land and 
Improvement Company deeded this parcel to 
the Richmond & Manchester Railway 
Company, which laid trolley car tracks along 
Semmes Avenue with a terminus at 41st Street 
behind the old Stone House, and built the 
amusement park.
·         The Southside Land and Improvement 
Company sold many lots in the early 1890’s 
but the neighborhood saw little construction 
activity.
·         By 1894, only seven houses had been 
constructed:  4 along Semmes Avenue and 3 
on 32nd Street north of Semmes Avenue.
·         The Bradley Map of 1893-98 identifies 85 
numbered blocks, each generally 310’ by 310’, 
148’ deep with 14’ wide alleys.  The map shows 
a pump house at the north end of 22nd Street 
and a water tower several blocks south.  South 
of Semmes Avenue between 19th and 20th 
Streets were located the trolley power house 
and car sheds.

·         The 1898 City Directory included an 1896 
(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 
map of Richmond and Manchester showing 
the gridiron pattern of streets in the eastern 
half of Woodland Heights.  Streets included 
Semmes Avenue, Brooke (present day Spring 
Hill Avenue), Maffit (later called Bellevue, then 
Stonewall Avenue), and Clopton (now 25th 
Street).  Numbered streets through 24th street 
had their present names.  Most other streets 
were shown in their present-day locations but 
were unnamed.  Hillcrest Road and Riverside 
Drive – two irregular streets, were not shown.  
This map showed the streetcar line running 
down Semmes Avenue to 34th Street.
·         Forest Hill Park was established in 1896, 
and several residential blocks west of the park 
had been laid out, as shown in the “Woodland 
Heights, Virginia”, a promotional brochure.
·         The “Woodland Heights” and “Forest Hill” 
names were used to label these 
neighborhoods in the 1898 directory.
·         The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of 
Manchester in 1895, 1905, and 1910 showed the 
gridiron street pattern, with most of the 
present street names (McDonough Street, 
Semmes Avenue, Springhill Avenue, and 
numbered streets through 30th Street).  
However it wasn’t until the 1919 Sanborn map 
that there was a sufficient number of 
structures to include the building on these 
maps.
·         In 1900, Chesterfield County land tax books 
indicated that there were 13 households in 
Woodland Heights.
·         The ca. 1900 promotional brochure called 
“Woodland Heights, Virginia” was produced 
touting the new suburb’s bucolic park setting, 
Chesterfield water, granolithic sidewalks, and 
double track trolley service. Uncontaminated 
by the “smoke, gases, and dirt of the city.”  
“Woodland Heights was the perfect place to 
raise a family” said the brochure.
·         By 1900, the Southside Company, 
successor to the Southside Land and 
Improvement Company, had begun an 
aggressive advertising campaign with nearly 
every Sunday full-page advertisements in the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch.
·         A realty ad in 1910 stated that as of 
January 1 1909, there were 44 residences in 
Woodland Heights, built over a period of 20 
years; but as 

of January 2, 1910, there were 70 residences, one 
new store, and one new church.  The area’s 
amenities included the granolithic sidewalks, 
famous Chesterfield water, free sewer service to 
home builders, and electric light and telephone 
service.
·         Another ad stated that by 1910, most of the 
lots in Woodland Heights had been sold and no 
less than 64 houses stood within the 
subdivision.
·         1910 saw the annexation of Manchester by 
the City of Richmond, leaving Woodland Heights 
still part of Chesterfield County.  A granite pillar 
engraved “C.L. 1910” stands in James River Park 
north of Canoe Run Park, the apparent 
northwest corner of the annexed land with 
Canoe Run as the western corporation line of 
old Manchester.
·         In 1914 Woodland Heights was formerly 
annexed by the City.
·         Around 1915, the old Taylor Family property, 
Fonticello, was incorporated into the subdivision 
as additional house lots and a city park, 
Fonticello Park, now called Carter Jones Park. 
This property was previously use by the 
Fonticello Lithia Springs Company, known for its 
pure water spring, which still exits.
·         With the annexation and improved city 
services, came a dramatic increase in building 
activity from the end of WWI (1918) to the 
beginning of the Great Depression.  Between 
1915 and 1920, 200 new houses were 
constructed, of which 150 were build in 
1919-1920.
·         A 1914 newspaper article noted that 300 
substantial homes had been build in Woodland 
Heights within the past five years, and some 50 
more were under construction.
·         The 1919 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
indicated over 330 dwellings as well as a 
firehouse, public school, and two churches – 
Woodland Heights Baptist Church and the 
Berryman Methodist Episcopal Church South.
·         During the 1920s, another 330 new dwellings 
were added to the neighborhood’s housing 
stock.
·         A photo in the Richmond Times-Dispatch of 
September 2, 1927 titled “New Homes in 
Woodland Heights” shows several houses in the 
800 block of West 33rd Street.  The caption 
states that “paving has been ordered by 
Colonel R. Keith Compton, Director of Public 
Works.”  The streets in the picture were mud.

(continued on page 5) 
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(continued from page 4) 
·         75% of the houses in Woodland Heights 
were built prior to 1933.  Because the houses 
were built by many different builders over a 
long period of development, the 1890’s to the 
1940’s, Woodland Heights features a 
remarkably wide range of house plans and 
architectural styles:  Queen Anne, Colonial 
Revival, Cape Cods, Dutch Colonial, 
bungalows, and American Foursquares, often 
all together on the same block.
·         The developers, encouraged by their 
success in Woodland Heights moved west and 
began a new neighborhood called Westover 
Hills.  And instead of the trolley line, they 
constructed the Nickel Bridge to attract 
purchasers.

Notary Public: 
Mike Tokarz

No charge service to Woodland Heights 
neighbors. Contact Mike and he will be 

over soon as he can. 
mike@rivercopperworks.com

mailto:mike@rivercopperworks.com
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(continued from page 5) 
unions or regulatory agencies telling them they 
have to. That would eat into the profits of the 
company, and these multi-billion dollar 
healthcare companies, like Amazon and Walmart, 
didn’t become the juggernauts they are by 
treating their employees ethically. Billionaires 
didn’t become billionaires because they were 
nice. ethically. Billionaires didn’t become 
billionaires because they were nice.
      During a time we could have used leadership, 
our directors and managers worked the floor with 
us. They continued with their leadership duties 
and for months, worked two jobs for the price of 
one, taking hours from the core staff. No one was 
surprised, when after a couple of months, they 
quit. Our Emergency Room operated with half the 
staff we were accustomed to. It made sense from 
the perspective of staffing based upon census, 
but in the Emergency Room there is no control for 
acuity and we legally can turn no one away. I 
wanted to ask our leaders… if it were their child, 
parent, or friend… would they prefer to have half 
the usual allotted staff present in the room? To 
titrate life-saving medications, manage a 
precarious airway, obtain venous access? Let me 
assure you, you do NOT want your Emergency 
Room physician, the one who is supposed to be 
the team lead, to be the one doing chest 
compressions because there are no nurses 
available.
      During the quiet time, there was suddenly no 
room in the budget to support the ER with an off 
duty police officer any more. The Emergency 
Room remained the destination for every 
combative drunk or person experiencing a 
psychiatric crisis, but that became solely the duty 
of the nurse to deescalate, with severely limited 
resources. We could call 911 if a patient became 
threatening, but around this same time, the 
police were dealing with crisis as well, working 
mandatory overtime and navigating community 
relations in the capital of the confederacy as 
tensions ran high after the death of George Floyd.
      We have always risked personal harm caring 
for our community; we come in contact with all 

kinds of scary bugs and scary people 
routinely. It’s not the virus that’s causing a 
mass exodus of nurses from the Emergency 
Department. This year, COVID-19 has changed 
some pretty basic rules of employment for 
nurses. I’ve heard reports that ER’s in my area 
are running staffing ratios of 6:1, with brand 
new nurses. I believe that the possibility of 
catching COVID-19  is perhaps contributing to 
staff leaving, but more so, intentionally 
short-staffing ER’s to match unpredictably low 
censuses, inadequate PPE, depleting personal 
vacation time, and being denied any 
additional financial compensation for new 
expectations such as floating to different units 
or sister hospitals or being endlessly on-call… 
the public heard flashy phrases like 
“pandemic pay” and “quarantine pay,” ways 
the hospitals claimed to be taking care of 
employees. They weren’t. Nurses continue to 
reuse personal protective equipment that we 
were taught for years are single use, various 
hospital units in the Richmond area are 
quietly handling staff outbreaks of Covid-19.
      This year has been polarizing for our 
country in many ways. We are tasked with 
determining the role we want our police 
officers to fill in our country, we are tasked 
with figuring out how to support our economy, 
tasked with responding to a global health 
crisis. I’ve had this sick feeling growing, as I 
see our culture giving space for 
self-proclaimed “experts.” Videos circulate on 
social media of doctors, who have never 
taken care of COVID-19 patients, in white 
coats disseminating their hot takes on the 
virus. And we eat it up because we want 
dominion and control over our lives in the 
form of being well educated but without the 
tools to know where to put our trust. The same 
doctor may claim that endometriosis is 
caused by having sex with demons in our 
dreams, but credibility doesn’t matter to the 
masses when they are searching for 
information that confirms their biases. 
Covid-19 and racism turn out to have 

(continued on page 7) 
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(continued from page 6) 
something in common other than getting people 
killed; those who haven’t personally experienced 
it don’t think it’s real.

 The other day I had a symptomatic 
patient’s phone repeatedly going off, my 
coworker and I goofily danced to his ringtone to 
make him smile. I know he was terrified that he 
was too short of breath to speak to the loved one 
trying to reach him. COVID-19 was real to him. 
COVID-19  has been real to the nursing homes of 
isolated dementia patients who are dying in 
droves. As nurses, we know what it feels like to be 
the last face someone sees before they die. My 
friends who are ICU nurses tell me that they are 
tired. That they hate “the dying experience,” that 
it’s “impersonal, lonely and cruel.” And yes, in 
another way, COVID-19  has been real to the 
many businesses who have closed the door to 
their life long dreams. I can’t believe how casually 
I used to go out to dinners and to see live music in 
Richmond… how could I know how empty I would 
feel without that to look forward to?
      How do we move forward from this? What is 
the call to action? I would like to see our country 
getting more comfortable with the answer and 
sentiment “I don’t know.” Because how could we? 
Anthropologist Margaret Mead once claimed that 
a healed femur bone was the first evidence of 
civilization, because for the largest bone in our 
body to heal instead of killing a person, a certain 
level of care provided by others in the community 
is necessary. That sentiment has a lot to do with 
why I’m a nurse, and why in the past I’ve enjoyed 
working in the ER. I think caring for our fellow 
human when they are broken or vulnerable is the 
greatest honor, and what separates us from 
animals. It’s a part of the fabric that makes us 
uniquely human, our capacity for empathy and 
for tending to our sick rather than expecting them 
to die alone in the woods. I’m not so sure our 
government and corporations are caring for us 
right now. Which countries will be running 
commercials saying “for only a dollar a day, you 
can sponsor an American…”?
      And believe me that the nurses are tired. 

Before our shifts, we’re sitting in our cars in the 
parking lots of hospitals all across this 
country… taking moments of silence to remind 
ourselves why we do this in the first place. 
There have been feeble attempts at staving 
off nursing burnout. My company sends me 
mail every week about ways for nurses to 
access therapy. Many of the hospital 
approaches to promoting wellbeing of nurses 
in the workplace are aimed at facilitating a 
social network, providing education, and 
teaching coping skills, however what I would 
like to see is more focus on how the 
environment and systems in place are set up 
to make the nurse feel like they are always 
failing. I don’t need my employer to provide 
classes teaching me about the wonders of 
yoga. What I need is safe staffing ratios, fair 
financial compensation, and employer 
practices that promote work-life balance. I 
need the healthcare conglomerate in this 
country to acknowledge that it’s not the 
nurse’s responsibility to care for the nurse. 
We’re not having a hard time because we 
have no coping skills. It’s a systems problem, 
not the individual. It’s as ridiculous as making 
the public feel responsible for climate change 
for using plastic straws while there are 
corporations dumping waste into our water 
and air with decreasing government 
regulations every day. Treating healthcare as 
a business is toxic, and it’s poisoning the 
nurses.
      Many of us have left the ER full-time and 
we wait in the periphery, watching our 
hospital systems dumping gasoline onto what 
was already a raging fire. We were made to 
be brave, we were made to rise to this 
challenge and help fight the fire… but I think 
we all know there’s no water allowed at the 
nurse’s station.
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Woodland Heights Highlights: 
“Conservation Yard of the Season!” 

Do you or your neighbors work diligently to ensure you’re cultivating best practices that leave the 
neighborhood and the watershed a better place? Is your yard (or a neighbor’s) a habitat for both native 

flora and fauna? If so, highlight the yard so that we can all learn from, connect, and celebrate the 
phenomenal things we’re doing in our neighborhood! REMEMBER: Native plants are easier to grow than 

non-native plants. Native plants don't need as much water, fertilizer, pruning or special care. 

When to Submit: 
 You can submit nominations for yourself and others on a rolling basis. Local 

conservation experts will weigh in on submissions and winners will be announced at the 
following Civic Association meeting!

Winners will receive a sign to display in their yard until the next WHCA meeting; be highlighted in the 
next quarterly newsletter and on the WHCA website; receive a gift card to a local nursery; and have 
bragging rights around the work that they’re doing to ensure Richmond is a vibrant and beautiful 

community for many years to come! 

Submissions received by: *Winners* Announced: 
(During the WHCA Meeting at 7pm at Woodland Heights Baptist Church) 

February 1, 2021 February 11, 2021

April 1, 2021 April 8, 2021

June 1, 2021 June 10, 2021

September 1, 2021 September 9, 2021

**All nominations will be kept on file. If your yard isn’t announced at one meeting, it may be announced 
at the next meeting!** 

https://woodlandheightsrva.org/highlight-conservation-practices-in-our-neighborhood/ 

https://woodlandheightsrva.org/highlight-conservation-practices-in-our-neighborhood/
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Woodland Heights Civic Association Treasurer’s Report
Susan Kennedy Spain     as of January 12, 2021

WHCA Meeting Minutes
November 2020

Video recordings are available on our website 
at 
https://woodlandheightsrva.org/about/meeting-
minutes or on our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/woodlandheightsrva.

https://woodlandheightsrva.org/about/meeting-minutes
https://woodlandheightsrva.org/about/meeting-minutes
https://www.facebook.com/woodlandheightsrva
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Aging in Community
 Marjorie Bertelloni
     Can you believe it?  Almost a year since we 
have last been in touch.  Since the initial concerns 
of COVID, early in 2020, most of us have been 
isolated as much as possible.  Unfortunately, 
Woodland Heights Aging in Community was just 
getting some momentum with several social 
activities.  For now, that is impossible.
      We do want to remind our residents, especially 
older adults who may have need some support 
with various non-medical needs that we will do 
our best to answer and fulfill your requests.  Simply 
post a message on the Woodland Heights 
NextDoor page.
      Perhaps later this year, we will be able to 
resume some of our social interests.  Meanwhile, 
please stay safe.  Let’s look out for one another 
and adhere to the COVID precautions of wearing a 
mask, social distancing, washing your hands and 
all that is necessary to stay healthy.
      Best to all for a good 2021.
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Critter Corner! 
The beaks, paws, and claws of Woodland Heights

Meet Mercury Scopel
of Dundee Avenue!  

12

Critter Corner is proudly sponsored by 
Kinship Animal Hospital 
1200 McDonough St. Suite 100, Richmond, VA 23224
(804) 424-3600 •kinshipanimalhospital.com

Age: 3 Size: 12 lbs
Type of critter:  Cat
Color: Tortoise shell 
Origin Story: Found as a kitten living in our 
backyard
Hobbies: Watching squirrels 
Favorite Foods: Gravy
One thing to know about me: Loves belly 
rubs! 

Conservation Yard of the 
Season 

Our neighborhood has a number of 
resilient gardeners who keep their green 
thumbs hard at work year-round. Even if 
you’ve given up on your victory garden, you 
may be thinking about improvements you’ve 
made around your property or you’re 
encouraged by your neighbors’ efforts to 
improve their yard. Nominate your yard (or 
theirs) for our Conservation Yard of the 
Season. Throughout the year, we recognize 
those neighbors who are improving their 
yards to help our flora and fauna. If you’re 
interested in improving our monarch 
caterpillar population, milkweed plants are 
available from a number of retailers and 
educational programs online and neighbors 
may have seeds to share.

Volunteers Needed for 
Civic Association

      The COVID-19 pandemic has changed how we 
gather together as friends and neighbors. We host 
virtual meetings to bring neighbors together and 
share updates, and we continue to encourage 
neighbors to enjoy activities, safely – like our 
holiday home decorating contest - and help 
maintain the safety of our neighborhood streets, 
sidewalks and more.
      These efforts need volunteers to lead them – 
please consider volunteering 2+ hours a month to 
help us organize programs that benefit our entire 
neighborhood.
      If you are interested in volunteering, please 
email president@woodlandheightsrva.org.

https://woodlandheightsrva.org/website/wp-content/plugins/civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=99&qid=2472
https://woodlandheightsrva.org/website/wp-content/plugins/civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=100&qid=2472
https://woodlandheightsrva.org/website/wp-content/plugins/civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=100&qid=2472


Winter 2020-2021 | Riverside News 13

Message from 

Betsy Carr
House of Delegates - 69th District 

Dear Friend,
I hope you enjoyed a safe and healthy holiday season. Despite our continued collective 

efforts to reign in COVID-19, the number of cases is surging around the Commonwealth. I 
encourage you to continue your social distancing, increased hand-washing, and wearing 
your masks when around those outside of your immediate household. 

The 2021 legislative session begins Wednesday, January 13. The session will be a historic 
one with the House of Delegates continuing virtually, as it did during the special session this 
fall. The Senate will meet in person at the Science Museum. On odd-years, session normally 
lasts 45 days; however, this one may be even shorter – lasting only 30 days.

Rest assured, the General Assembly will complete the work of the people thoroughly 
and in a timely manner. While even more changes may be made – i.e. less committee 
meetings or working through the weekend – legislation will still get a fair hearing.

The Pocahontas Building remains closed to the general public, in order to protect 
public safety. My staff and I will be working remotely. I am still available to hear your concerns 
and meet with you virtually or over the phone about bills and issues that concern you.

Email: delegate.carr@betsycarr.org
Call: 804-698-1069
Mail: Post Office Box 406, Richmond, VA 23218
Complete legislative survey: www.betscarr.org/constituent-survey 
Watch session & committees: https://virginiageneralassembly.gov
Submit comment/sign up to speak in committee: https://hodspeak.house.virginia.gov/
Track legislation: https://lis.virginia.gov 

I am introducing bills and budget amendments that focus on housing, transportation, 
the environment, and education. You can review legislation that I have introduced here. 

To read more about Governor Northam’s proposed budget, COVID-19 updates, and 
other news around the Commonwealth, you can visit my website, www.betsycarr.org, and 
read my full update and sign up to receive my email newsletters. It is an honor to serve you in 
the General Assembly. Please never hesitate to contact me with your concerns or if I can be 
helpful to you.

Sincerely,
Betsy B. Carr

mailto:delegate.carr@betsycarr.org
http://www.betscarr.org/constituent-survey
https://virginiageneralassembly.gov
https://hodspeak.house.virginia.gov/
https://lis.virginia.gov
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?211+mbr+H212
http://www.betsycarr.org
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5th District Updates

Local Government Contacts
Stephanie Lynch,  5th District Councilmember

804-646-6050  
stephanie.lynch@richmondgov.com 

Stephanie Rizzi, 5th District School Board Rep 
Phone Number: 804-929-6930
Email: srizzi@rvaschools.net 

Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison 
804-646-5724 
amy.robins@richmondgov.com 

Richmond Police Department
 South of Semmes
     Second Precinct - Sector 211

Lt. Victor Greene - 804-646-8092
Victor.Greene@richmondgov.com

     Environmental Officer - 2nd Precinct 
Officer Monica Powell - 804-646-8172
Monica.Powell@richmondgov.com

North of Semmes
     Third Precinct - Sector 312 

Lt. Warren Andorfer- 804-646-1412
Warren.Andorfer@richmondgov.com

     Environmental Officer - 3rd Precinct 
Officer Hawkins Wortham- 804-646-1412
Hawkins.Wortham@richmondgov.com

Link to sign up for future 5th district 
e-newsletters: 

https://lp.constantcontact.com/su/NCbSNKq 

mailto:stephanie.lynch@richmondgov.com
mailto:srizzi@rvaschools.net
mailto:amy.robins@richmondgov.com
https://lp.constantcontact.com/su/NCbSNKq
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Upcoming 2021 Meetings

Log onto  
https://woodlandheightsrva.org/events/ 

for more information.  

Thursday, February 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
(virtual)

Thursday, April 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
(virtual)

Thursday, June 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
(virtual)

Thursday, September 9 at 6:30 p.m. 
(virtual)

Thursday, November 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
(virtual)

https://woodlandheightsrva.org/events/

