Woodland Heights Civic Association Quarterly Newsletter

Riverside News
July 2019 - Summer Edition
The Queens are Bashing the Cops

Dan Mouer

It was mid-1969 and I was making a living selling my
writing and photography to the “underground” and
alternative press in New York City. I was working on a
story about Norman Mailer’s bid to win the Democratic
nomination for Mayor of New York. For me that was an
easy gig, because it basically meant hanging out at
one of my favorite West Village watering holes, The
Lion’s Head, on Christopher Street.
My full-time job was Managing Editor of an
innovative tabloid called The New York Review of Sex
and Politics. Sam Edwards was the Publisher and
Editor-in-Chief. Sam had created the NYRS&P out of the
demise of his former rag, The New York Free Press. I
came to the NYRS&P in the moment of its birth. My wife
had been working as the “Freep’s” secretary, and when
Sam said he wanted some new talent working on the
new paper, she suggested I go talk to him. I was hired
on the spot with the provision that we all worked under
at the time: actually getting paid would depend entirely
on how many papers we could sell. Well, as it happens,
having “Sex” in the title of the new rag helped to sell a
lot of papers, so not only did we get paid our salaries,
but the paper could afford much classier production
values than previously had been seen in the
underground press. Good paper, lots of color, and
top-notch talent became the hallmarks of NYRS&P.
As an aspiring 23-year-old writer with a mind to
elevate my career above the limited fortunes of the
underground, I had begun hanging out with other, more
established writers. The Lion’s Head was near the offices
of The Village Voice, New York’s old-line liberal weekly.
There one could always hope to find a way to strike up
a conversation with Nat Hentoff, Pete Hamill, Norman
Mailer and other writers who watered there frequently.
Always looking for, or cooking up, a story, I had used my
visits to The Lion’s Head not just as opportunities to
enhance my journalistic karma, but to capture images
of some of “the greats” with spilled scotch on their
starched collars. After all, for those of us
(continued on page 3)
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WHCA Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursdays of February,
April, June, September, & November beginning at 7pm at
Woodland Heights Baptist Church.

All neighbors are welcome!

Next Meeting:

September 12th @ 7 pm
Woodland Heights Baptist Church
Member social from 6:30 - 7 pm
Meeting changes are posted on
woodlandheightsrva.org, Facebook and Nextdoor.

What’s Inside?
The Queens are Basing the
Cops

1, 3-4

WHCA Contact Info

2

Letter from the President

2

Aging in Woodland Heights
Community

3

Discovering the Wall

5-6

WHCA Treasurer’s Report

8

WHCA Meeting Minutes

9-11

Live’s in the Fast Lane

12

69th District House of
Delegates Report

13-14

Historic Plaque Order Form

15

5th District Updates &
Local Gov’t

15

WHCA Membership Form

16

Upcoming Events

16
1

Woodland Heights
Civic Association
woodlandheightsrva.org
Dawn Rosenberg, President
president@woodlandheightsrva.org

Vaughn Garland , Vice President
vicepresident@woodlandheightsrva.org

Susan K. Spain, Treasurer
treasurer@woodlandheightsrva.org

Secretary

secretary@woodlandheightsrva.org

Committee Contacts

Neighborhood Safety:

*Open: contact Dawn Rosenberg if
interested*

Programs & Membership:

Vaughn Garland

vicepresident@woodlandheightsrva.org

Communications:
Dawn Rosenberg

communications@woodlandheightsrva.org

Newsletter Information

Emily McMillen, Layout

editor@woodlandheightsrva.org

Dawn Rosenberg, Advertising
advertising@woodlandheightsrva.org

Eric Reynolds, Delivery

Ej.reynolds@comcast.net

Letter from the President
Dear Neighbors,
I hope this newsletter finds you enjoying the warmth
of summer, gardens filling with fresh vegetables and
time spent with friends and family. Enjoy the season
and the opportunities it brings us to be outdoors.
I’m proud of our neighbors - whether we are
peacefully protesting speeding along Semmes
Avenue and 34th St. to improve pedestrian safety
near the Patrick Henry School or hosting
community-driven, family-friendly events like
Stonewall on Stonewall and the Fourth of July parade
– we continue to build a stronger sense of
community in Woodland Heights.
As I write this note, the individuals responsible for
shooting and killing Markiya Dickson and injuring
Jacquez Moses at Carter Jones Park over Memorial
Day weekend have not been identified. At a time like
this when our neighborhood faces violence and
tragedy, heartache and sorrow, our sense of
community can help us cope and give us direction. If
you have any information about the individuals
involved in the shooting, please contact the
Richmond City Police Department or submit an
anonymous tip through P3 Tips (p3tips.com or
download the phone app).
As always, thank you to our Woodland Heights Civic
Association members. Your participation in our
neighborhood makes a difference for the greater
community.
Be kind to one another.
Dawn
WHCA Newsletter Disclaimer:

The opinions, beliefs and
viewpoints expressed by the
various authors in this
newsletter do not necessarily
reflect the opinions, beliefs and
viewpoints of the Woodland
Heights Civic Association.
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WHCA Meetings are held on
the 2nd Thursdays of February,
April, June, September, &
November beginning at 7pm
at Woodland Heights Baptist
Church.
All neighbors are welcome!
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(continued from page 1)
in the underground press, the Voice had come
to represent backward and uptight points of
view. Among other things, this paper, the first
of New York’s “alternative” weeklies, was hardly
friendly to New York’s gay community. This was
ironic as Christopher Street was clearly the
Main Street of the city’s queer world at the
time.
On the night of June 27th I was drinking
scotch at a table waiting to see my friend and
NYRS&P colleague, Ray Schultz. While I thought
of myself as a “writer,” Ray had inherited the
“journalist” gene. He was a sharp investigator
and interviewer, and he was our ace political
reporter. Sam had assigned Ray the job of the
year, to follow the rapidly unfolding story of the
mayoral candidacy of Norman Mailer and that
of his running mate for City Council President,
Jimmy Breslin. We had long ago given Ray the
nickname “The Jimmy Breslin of the
Underground,” a title he clearly identified with. I
was also hoping—even expecting—to see both
Mailer and Breslin at the bar that night.
As it happened I don’t think Ray or the
quarry of our aspiring journalistic dynamic
duo showed up. I do know that I hung out way
too late and had at least one too many
glasses of scotch. I had shot up all but a
couple frames of my last 12-shot roll of film,
making what would surely be blurry and
grainy dimly lighted images for my growing
story on The Lion’s Head and its literary
tipplers. Just as I was about to call it a night
and head home to my apartment in
downtown Brooklyn, someone came into the
bar and shouted out, “The queens are bashing
the cops!”
Up the street near Sheridan Square stood
the Stonewall Inn, one of the Village’s gay bars,
except, technically, there was no such thing as
a “gay bar.” Homosexuality was illegal and
public display of sexual or gender variance
was grounds for arrest. It was completely
“normal” for police to roust customers in gay
bars and to harass the bar owners with
threats of losing their licenses or being fined
with sanitation violations and the like. I knew
where the Stonewall was so I headed in that
direction with my camera. It wasn’t hard to
find the place because it was
(continued on page 4)
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Aging in Woodland Heights
Community

Charlotte Hinson

The Woodland Heights Aging in
Community group held a meeting on May 30,
2019. After presenting this concept at our last
neighborhood association meeting, we had
almost 30 people express an interest in
starting an Aging in Community group in
Woodland Heights and approximately 20
people were in attendance at this meeting.
We had three guest speakers from the
Richmond Friends Meeting, the Fan Village
and the Northside Village. They spoke about
their individual groups providing valuable
information on group inception, organization
and operation. They also provided handouts
and a list of resources that will be helpful as
we move forward. Our next meeting will be
June 27, 2019.
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(continued from page 3)
quickly turning into a street circus scene full of is surely worthy of the landmark status in the
history of American civil rights that it has gained in
flashing police car lights and angry, taunting
historical perspective.
customers defying orders to disperse.
I couldn’t really figure out what was going
--an excerpt from “Warbaby: Talking About My
on, but apparently, I was told, the Stonewall’s
Generation,” a book of memories and essays by L.
customers got angry at some routine police
Daniel Mouer, CreateSpace, 2012.
harassment and decided spontaneously to
strike back. They had barricaded some of the
officers inside the bar and were now throwing
beer cans and taunts at newly arriving police
cars. There were drag “girls” doing a chorus
line dance right in front of a police car with
officers inside with windows tightly shut. I
quickly shot my last couple frames of film and
moved on toward the subway station to head
home.
It was simply ironic. Now the harassers were
the harassees. It was a moment of poetic
justice. An interesting asterisk to place
alongside the perennial history of gay
persecution. Or that’s how it seemed to me. I
really didn’t expect it to be seen as a very big
deal. But I was wrong. The press was full of
stories about the “riot” at the Stonewall, and
that, in turn, ignited the spark of rebellion in
many for many in New York’s gay and lesbian
community. For the next two nights gays and
their supporters converged on Sheridan
Square to demonstrate for gay rights.
Of course, the NYRS&P had to carry the story!
Now, between Norman Mailer’s run for the
Mayor’s office and the Stonewall
demonstrations we had all we needed to fill
Want to share interesting and relevant
our pages with newsworthy sex and politics!
life stories in the next newsletter?
And the politics of sex! The weekend-long
Dan and Cezar shared with the
Stonewall riot clearly led to an escalation of
neighborhood in the Summer 2019
the gay liberation movement in New York. Over
Edition- THANK YOU!
the next year I would cover the city’s first “Gay
Power” parade, and I would find myself working
with pioneering gay activists Jack Nichols and
Lige Clarke in our mutual offices at Milky Way
Productions, publishers of Screw, The Sex
Review and Gay Magazine.
The emergence of the Gay Liberation
Movement was the beginning of a new
awareness for me personally. It was everyday
interaction with gay activists as fellow
We need you, we have so many
counter-culture denizens that led to my
diverse, interesting, and amazing
growing acceptance of my own bisexuality.
neighbors - submit a story by
The movement wasn’t all because of
November 20th to
Stonewall, of course, but what was simply an
editor@woodlandheightsrva.org
interesting footnote in my personal history
4
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Calling All
Neighbors!

Discovering the Wall: Part One
The True Story of How Richmond's
Manchester Wall was Rediscovered

Cezar Carvalhaes

The Manchester Wall in Richmond, Virginia is
a destination for climbers all throughout the
region. It’s a great place for learning and
building skills. Countless climbers learned to
lead climb on First Pillar, and the wall face has
many challenging routes that give even
experienced climbers a tough time. But how did
this gem come to be available to us? I had the
great pleasure of sitting down with one of the
original climbers that established the first-ever
routes on the wall.
Jamie McGrath is a 65 year old Richmond
native. He began climbing when he was 29 or
30 years old, he says, when a neighbor asked if
he wanted to go with him to a climbing lesson
at Alpine Outfitters. Jamie took him up on the
offer, and was immediately hooked. He
returned for more lessons, and soon got to a
point where he and a group of friends were
climbing together whenever they got the
chance.
“The climbing community was so small, it
was really only about six people. We kept a list
of the climbers we knew, with their name and
telephone number, and you know, what they
could do.”
Jamie was part of a core group of climbers
that climbed on Wednesdays. The group
included, Les Newman, Ron Dawson and Rick
Atkinson. Les, was “a bear” as Jamie puts it. He
was roughly 195 lbs and 5 '10. “The way he would
climb, he would just attack the wall.” And it was
Les who had discovered a new place to climb,
over on Brown’s Island. What is now a well-kept
park and festival space in downtown Richmond
with pedestrian paths and bridges crossing the
canal was, back then, an overgrown lot. The
canal was essentially a ditch, and there was a
cedar snow fence in front of the riverbank. On
the other side of the fence stood two pillars,
each flanking an elevated stretch of railroad. It
wasn’t inviting at all, and only the bravest of
Richmonders would even try.
The pillars are the remnants of the
Richmond-Petersburg Railroad bridge that
dates back to before the American Civil War.
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Photo credit: Selden Grandy
Les noticed that the second pillar had these
old rusty anchors on its east wall, so it could
probably be lead-climbed. To get to the
second pillar, a climber had to climb down the
bank and shimmy along the base of the first
pillar in the river. Then, either jump the gap, or
(slightly) less daringly use the rope-swing to
jump the gap to the base of the second pillar,
all while carrying a pack of gear. From there, it
was a quick shimmy around the base of the
second pillar to the east wall, where there was
a bit of actual land to stand on and set up a
climb.
The large granite blocks offered no place to
place gear, so traditional climbing was out. Les
took the lead (pun intended) and climbed
along the arete (corner, for flat-landers like
me), using the rusty hangers. The hangers
were probably left over from anchoring
telegraph cables. The rest of the crew joked
with Les, “if you die, we split your gear,”
apparently a common saying within their
supportive group. Les attacked the wall in his
usual style, and thankfully made it to the top.
He then set up an anchor and dropped a rope
for so they could all top-rope climb the route.
Sport climbing was just becoming known in
the area, and the crew would often read
about developing trends from California. Les
fashioned some anchor bolts out of old angle
iron and aluminum and the crew returned to
the pillar to establish a route. The anchors
were about ¼ inch thick, but they went into the
rock face only about ½ inch.
Bolting, the way they did it, is a grueling
(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5)
process. First, a climber has to lead climb to the
top, which means climbing without a rope
anchored at the top, and clipping their rope into
anchors or gear along the way. After reaching the
top, that same climber would set up a top rope so
they can rappel down to anchor in the bolts. They
bored into the wall using a twist drill, which meant
pounding the drill in with a hammer, twisting and
repeating. Each bolt took about thirty minutes.
After the eight or so bolts were set, They officially
set the first ever bolted route in Richmond, VA!
They declared it a 5.10, but Jamie thinks it would
likely be classified a 5.11+ today. The group
returned often to climb this route. They threaded
a string through the anchors so that you could tie
it to a rope and quickly set up a top rope without
having to lead climb first. This upset someone
who likely had a special affinity for the route, as
one day Jamie found the string balled up by the
pillar with an unsigned note. The message read,
“This route is for lead climbing only. No top roping
here.” The route has since been named “No Strings
Attached.”
It was on this pillar, that they spotted the
Manchester Wall. The climbers would often sit
atop the pillar overlooking the James. Sometimes
while eating a celebratory sandwich, or
sometimes waving at conductors as a train
trudged by. But, on a fateful day in 1981, atop the
pillar and peering out across the river, they
noticed a structure made of some familiar looking
stones. The structure was almost completely
covered with ivy, but they could make out its
triangular shape, and its dark gray blocks were
unmistakable. This is the moment that began the
Manchester Wall’s evolution into the climbing
hotspot it is today.
Read part two of this series, in the Fall 2019
WHCA Newsletter!
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Notary Public: Mike Tokarz

No Charge Service to Woodland Heights Neighbors
Contact Mike and he will be over soon as he can.
mike@rivercopperworks.com
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Woodland Heights Civic Association Treasurer’s Report

Susan Kennedy Spain

Summer 2019 | Riverside News

as of June 9, 2019
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Minutes for June 2019
WHCA Meeting

at president@woodlandheightsrva.org if
you’re interested in nominating yourself.

Treasurer’s Report
●
Update from Susan Spain was read by
Member Social - Food provided by Ironclad Pizza
Dawn Rosenberg; As of June 9, 2019 there
(924 McDonough St.)
is $10,519 in the WHCA account. The
majority of the revenue generated from
Business Meeting
membership dues and newsletter ads.
Welcome and Updates made by Dawn Rosenberg,
●
Dawn introduced sponsorship request
President
for Music in the Park at Forest Hill Park.
●
Dawn Rosenberg opened the meeting at 7:05
The civic association has sponsored the
pm.
concert series in previous years.
●
Thanked Ironclad and Emily McMillen for
Councilman Parker Agelasto’s office has
dinner. Emily is looking for suggestions for
provided $400 to offset the expense; the
next meeting, please reach out with
civic association’s contribution would
suggestions for the September 12th meeting.
total $250. A motion to support Music in
●
Membership currently at 108 households the Park was passed by majority vote.
Dawn urged the neighborhood to rally
around our neighbors and get them to join.
Public Safety Update
●
Dawn discussed the unacceptable nature of
●
Richmond Police Department and
losing a child and urged members and
representatives from the City Parks
neighbors to reflect on Markiya Simone
spoke about public safety.
Dickson and Jacquez Moses. Wayne
●
Lt. Mills (Sector 212) shared with the
Swatlowski is interested in starting a reward
neighborhood that since the last
for information leading to the arrest of the
meeting, the neighborhood has had 4
person or people responsible for Markiya’s
homicides and 5 shootings (arrest in 2 of
death and injury to Jacquez. Neighbors
those events, all of those events are
interested in establishing a reward should
completely unrelated) in his sector. Mills
contact him at 804-230-5618.
shared that they’re doing everything that
●
Participants were thanked for coming out to
they can to aggressively arrest for
the Plant and Seed Swap (May) and Yard
violent crime.
Sale (June).
●
Lt. Prendergast (Sector 312) shared that
●
Next deadline for newsletter articles is June
his largest problem is thefts (9 in the last
20th, neighbors were urged share
28 days in the neighborhood; a big
submissions through the website.
number, but not as bad as the rest of the
●
Neighbors interested in volunteering to plan
precinct). Most thefts are from motor
our National Night Out (August 6, 2019) should
vehicles. All of the cars having thefts
contact Vaughn Garland at
were unlocked. He urged neighbors to
garlandvw@gmail.com.
ensure that cars are always locked and
●
Mayor’s Community Office Hours for 5th
valuables are always out of sight.
District scheduled for Monday, June 17 at
Prendergast informed the neighborhood
6:30pm at Randolph Community Center, 1415
that most of the victims are not
Grayland Ave. Neighbors were urged to
residents, but river visitors and guests.
come out and speak about the
There are 80% more thefts from motor
neighborhood and show appreciation.
vehicles when it’s river time and during
●
April meeting minutes were approved by
the day time (large window of time when
membership vote.
cars are unsecured during the day and
●
Nominations requested for Secretary.
overnight).
Earnest White stepped down from role. The
●
Matt Rosenberg asked if the violent
role of Secretary entails taking meeting
incidents were drug and gang related. Lt.
minutes and heading the Safety Committee.
Mills replied that not necessarily, shared
Contact Dawn
that some are
Emily McMillen
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●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

neighbor disputes. Some of the incidents are
●
safety. The motion was made, seconded,
still open investigations and he cannot share
and passed by member vote.
details beyond that many of the crimes
occurred in areas that are high volume and
Community Presentations
economically depressed.
Captain Jason Hudson (2nd Precinct) shared Request for Support, Patrick Henry Charter
that he is routinely asking for more personnel School (Kylan Shirley)
●
Patrick Henry Charter School
and more resources south of the river,
representative, Kylan Shirley, spoke about
including getting new recruits out in the field.
the history of PHSSA and shared that the
There is a plan is in place to address school
school already has three modular
safety no matter the time of year.
classrooms and a third floor in the
Captain Marty Harrison (3rd Precinct) shared
building that is unoccupied. The school’s
initiatives that they’re putting in place for the
popularity has led to a lottery system for
youth in the area and reassured the
enrollment, and also a need for more
neighborhood that we should be getting
classrooms, including a music classroom
cadets out of the next class. Urged the
and a 3rd and 4th grade classroom.
neighborhood to invite the department
●
The school seeks the WHCA’s support of
anytime we’re doing large get-togethers.
their plans to add two modular
Neighbors were reminded that if they’re ever
classrooms that will support the
held up by gunpoint, to pass over their wallet,
enrollment and renovation needs. The
then call 911.
location of the new modular classrooms
Lt. Faith Flippo (Major Crimes) introduced
is being coordinated with the City’s
Detective Ben Neifeld and shared that all of
Department of Parks, Recreation and
the information provided on the shooting that
Community Facilities. PHSSA will present
led to Markiya’s death and injury to Jacquez
their plans to the City Planning and
was extended hearsay, and she challenged
Development Review office on June 17.
the neighborhood to share any and all
●
The modular classrooms will temporarily
information that could help lead to the
offset faculty parking and will be
identification and arrest of the suspects.
removed once renovations are complete.
Flippo reminded us that we’re all connected
Shirley noted that there is a 4-5 year
to this tragedy because it happened in our
timeframe for securing sufficient funds
neighborhood, in our park. She offered a
and getting the renovations complete.
resource: the Virginia Victim Assistance
The school’s playground will remain in
Network.
tact. Shirley and Cezar Carvalhaes,
Cindy Yadav from the Virginia Victim
former PHSSA board member, answered
Assistance Network introduced her team and
questions about the loss of faculty
their work to help the victims’ families and our
parking. Neighbors were concerned that
neighbors. They offer group crisis intervention
with less parking on-campus, the
- a way for a community to process how
adjoining streets would face more
they’re feeling and emotions, and how to
parking and traffic.
move forward. She shared a signup sheet for
●
Shirley shared that the school has 20
those interested, and they’ll reach out to
spots more than needed by city
those individuals with additional details. For
regulations, and the school is open to
more information, contact Cindy Yadav
having a conversation about parking and
(Regional Crisis Response Team Coordinator)
student drop off. Neighbor asked for a
at 804-331-4057, extension 104 or
follow up meeting about PHSSA traffic
cindy.yadav@vanetwork.org
and parking, etc.
Lt. Mills urged the neighborhood to contact
Dawn asked for a motion to approve the
him via NextDoor and passed out his business ●
plans put forth from PHSSA. The motion
card.
was made, seconded, and passed by
Dawn asked for a motion to hold a second
member vote.
meeting to continue the dialogue about
public
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Request for Support of Zoning Variance, property at
31st and Porter Sts. (David Gammino)*
●
David Gammino shared an update on the
property at 31st and Porter Streets, including
his interest to purchase the property from
the current owner. He recognizes that a
Special Use Permit will be required to
transition the property, and he will only
complete the contract to buy the property if
he has the support of the neighborhood. He
asked to begin the conversation with
neighbors now so he could get an idea of the
community’s interest and garner support
before the purchasing contract was
completed and he would be getting plans in
front of the City for review.
●
He offered two options for the site:
multi-family rentals and single-family
townhomes; and, he shared the breakdown
of building and construction costs for both
plans.
●
Neighbors spoke about their concerns,
including the purchase price of the property
($950K); their displeasure for paying the
current owner this price; increased street
parking, traffic and noise; architectural style
and craftsmanship.
●
Gammino shared the websites for his work:
urbandwellpm.com for his property
management company and
cityandguildsbuilders.com for his property
development firm, so neighbors could see his
portfolio.
●
Due to limited time, Dawn shared that the
civic association would post Gammino’s
plans online and create a form for members
to submit their questions about the property
and plans. The questions would be shared
with Gammino, and a second meeting with
members would be convened in the next few
weeks to discuss these specific questions in
a respectful and productive manner.
Members will be notified via email, Facebook
and NextDoor about the plans, form and next
meeting date and time.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:35pm.
*POST-MEETING UPDATE: David Gammino shared on
June 20 that he has withdrawn from the
purchasing contract and will not seek further
community input on the property.
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Live’s in the Fast Lane

Cole Bucholtz
It’s a beautiful spring day and you are walking
back to your car after dropping your child off at
their class at Patrick Henry School of Science and
Art. You’re walking down the sidewalk as you’re
approaching the intersection of Semmes Ave.
and W34th st. something catches your eye. As
you try to focus on the image as traffic speeds
by way over the 30 mph posted speed limit and
the 25mph school zone you see what it is. It’s a
brother and sister no older the 5 holding hands
trapped in the median trembling with fear
having nowhere to go and not being seen by the
speeding traffic going both ways. Now imagine
its your child.
This is what I saw. I had to walk out into the
“gauntlet” of the speeding traffic on Semmes and
stop cars at 8am to allow these children to get
into school safely. The crossing guard was
absent this day and there wasn’t a substitute
because there is no substitute. I became so irate
I called the police and our Sector LT. Mills
immediately. After some investigation we found
out that if the crossing guard calls in and needs
a day off for there was no protocol to replace her
for that day. With the speeding on Semmes
being a problem for 20+ years and a school
being there it was time to do something and
bring it to city’s attention.
Fast Forward to May 7th. Together with
Vaughan Garland, Amy Robins, Sportsbackers,
Bike Walk RVA and the neighbors of Woodland
Heights and parents and students of PHSSA we
held a Slow Down Assembly on Semmes Ave. in
front of PHSSA and going down Semmes. About
80+ attendees were there. Sports Backers and
Bike Walk RVA supplied signs. Every news station
was out there. It was awesome! We definitely got
the attention we needed. That day trees were
trimmed to allow visibility for the school zone 25
mph sign. We have seen more of a police
presence during school drop off and pick up
times. The only thing we wanted from this
assembly was help getting the children to
school. We want to prevent an injury or worse the
death of a child.
We all know we cannot end speeding but we can
try to control it, especially when the lives of
children are at stake. For now things seem better
and I hope it continues. If it starts back up when
school begins in August I am pretty confident
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another assembly will be in order, and this
time with more people and louder voices.
I would personally like to thank everyone
who attended and all the support we
received from Sportsbackers, Bike Walk RVA,
Amy Robins, All the News outlets, the
neighbors of Woodland Heights parents and
students of PHSSA and PHSSA.

Thank you Ironclad Pizza
(924 McDonough St. )
for providing delicious dinner
for ALL in attendance at the
June 2019 WHCA Meeting.
You’re a wonderful part of the
Woodland Heights community.
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Message from

Betsy Carr

House of Delegates - 69th District
Dear Friends,
I hope you and your loved ones are
enjoying the warm weather and have plans
for some fun activities around Richmond
and our Commonwealth this summer
season.
Special Legislative Session
As I am sure you are aware, our City and
our Commonwealth have been devastated
by gun violence again recently. After the
mass shooting in Virginia Beach, Governor
Northam issued a call for a special session
to address gun violence prevention. The
House and Senate are set to meet on
Tuesday, July 9th. Since the beginning of my
time in office, I have worked with my
colleagues in the General Assembly to
introduce and pass legislation that combats
gun violence and ensures public safety. I
look forward to continue on that path in July
and hope that all can come together for
some common sense solutions that protects
our citizens, and most importantly, our
children.
I am best able to serve you when I hear
directly from you. If you have any
suggestions or would like to share your
position on this issue (or any legislative
topic), you can email me at
delegate.carr@betsycarr.org or call my
office at 804-698-1169.
New Laws and Budget
After each legislative session, the new laws
passed take effect on July 1 of that year
unless otherwise stipulated in the legislation.
Here are a few examples of laws taking
effect in July:
·
Coverage for Autism Spectrum
Disorder: Requires health insurers,
health care subscription plans, and
health maintenance organizations to
provide coverage for the diagnosis
and treatment of autism spectrum
disorder in individuals of any age.
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·
Opening Day of School: Requires each
local school board to set the school
calendar so that the first day students are
required to attend school is no earlier than
14 days before Labor Day.
·
Reinstatement of Suspended Driver’s
Licenses: The approved budget including
provisions that prohibits courts from
suspending driving privileges solely for
failure to pay court fines and costs. Any
Virginian whose driver’s license has been
suspended for that single reason will have
his or her driving privileges restored and
the reinstatement fee waived. This does
not eliminate the requirement to pay the
underlying court costs and fines and does
not cover Virginians who lost their license
for other reasons. Visit dmvNOW.com for
more information.
Celebrating 400 Years of Democracy
During the summer of 1619 at Jamestown,
the seeds of American Democracy were planted
with the first representative legislative assembly.
This summer, four hundred years later, members
of the General Assembly, Congress, and state
legislatures nationwide will gather at Jamestown
for a Commemorative Session on July 30, 2019.
There will be many ceremonies, public programs,
and a concert by the Richmond Symphony at
Historic Jamestowne. You can learn more by
visiting: www.americanevolution2019.com
Redistricting Update
On Monday, June 17, the U.S. Supreme Court in a
5-4 opinion dismissed the appeal from the
Republican party in Virginia’s redistricting case.
This means that the redrawn House of Delegates
map will remain in place during the 2019 election
cycle. Keep in mind that the new map will only be
in effect for one legislative election cycle as the
lines for the entire General Assembly (House and
Senate) will change again in 2021 after the
completion of the 2020 census. The 69th district,
which I represent and includes the Woodland
Heights neighborhood, did see some changes as
a result of the redistricting case. However,
Woodland Heights did not have any changes in
representation.
Every year, I have introduced legislation
related to non-partisan redistricting. I am
pleased to know that Virginians will be able to
cast their ballots in constitutionally drawn
(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 13)
districts this November. Additionally, this past
legislative session, we were able to pass a
constitutional amendment that is the first step in
ensuring that the future reapportionments of the
districts will be done fairly and in a nonpartisan
manner. We will need to pass the bill again in 2020.
Then it will need to be decided on by the voters
before it becomes law to impact the 2021
redistricting process. I look forward to supporting
its passage.
2019 Election Season
On June 11, 2019, voters chose who they wanted to
represent them in the Democratic and Republican
primaries. The General Election is on Tuesday,
November 5th, and the deadline to register to vote
in the is October 14th. The Woodland Heights
neighborhood will have the opportunity to vote on
who they want their Fifth District City Council, 69th
District House of Delegates, and 10th District Senate
members to be.
It is an honor to serve you in the Virginia
House of Delegates. Please never hesitate to
contact me if I can be of assistance to you. I can be
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reached by email at
delegate.carr@betsycarr.org or by phone at
804-698-1169.
Sincerely,
Betsy
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Local Government Contacts

Parker Agelasto, 5th District Councilmember
804-646-6050
parker.agelasto@richmondgov.com
Dr. Patrick Sapini, 5th District School Board Rep
804-929-6930
psapini@rvaschools.net
Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison
804-646-5724
amy.robins@richmondgov.com

5th District Updates

5th District Updates

Richmond Police Department

South of Semmes
Second Precinct - Sector 211
Lt. Lewis Mills - 804-646-8092
Lewis.Mills@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 2nd Precinct
Officer Monica Powell - 804-646-8172
Monica.Powell@richmondgov.com

North of Semmes
Third Precinct - Sector 312
Lt. Brian Prendergast- 804-646-1412
Brian.Prendergast@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 3rd Precinct
Officer Hawkins Wortham- 804-646-1412
Hawkins.Wortham@richmondgov.com
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What’s Happening in
Woodland Heights?!
July 4th

Woodland Heights 4th of July
Parade

September 12th

Woodland Heights Civic
Association Meeting + Social

November 14th

Woodland Heights Civic
Association Meeting + Social

Log onto
https://woodlandheightsrva.org/e
vents/ for more information.
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Potluck September 12?
There is an idea for a potluck for the
September 12 civic association
meeting. This will happen if enough
people commit to bringing a dish to
share. If you are interested please
contact Carol Buckingham at
233-1309 by August 1.

It’s parade time,
Woodland Heights!
Decorate your bikes, skate boards,
wagons, riding lawn mowers, and
strollers. Come in costume or
dress your pet in costume. Turn
the back of your pick up truck into
a “float”.
Get creative and have fun with
your neighbors.
July 4th @ 9am
We will meet in the Woodland Heights
Baptist Church parking lot at The corner
of Stonewall and 31st.
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