Woodland Heights Civic Association Quarterly Newsletter

Riverside News
March 2019 - Early Spring Edition
Otters in Forest Hill Park
Mary Johndrow
I just want to preface this article with the fact that I am
neither an otter expert nor a writer, but I did sleep at a Holiday
Inn Express last night, so I will give it a shot!
Earlier this month, my sister in-law and I were on an early
morning run down by the lake in Forest Hill Park. We had been
checking out the Blue Heron who seems to always be there, a
Cormorant, and some ducks and geese when we noticed a
gentleman taking pictures. We stopped to chat and were so
surprised when he pointed out a pair of river otters! He said that
he had been seeing them in the lake for the past month or two.
We watched the pair swim and romp around the lake with little
regard to the audience at the edge. One of the otters was still
there hours later when my husband and I returned.
This past Sunday, a local professional photographer, Dave
Parrish, patiently spent 3 hours at the lake capturing amazing
photos and video which he shared with Curt Autry on Channel
12 (and now generously sharing with us). Our little lake is getting
famous!
Curious about why we are seeing otters now, I called
Maymont and spoke to one of their educators, April Harper.
April told me that the otter population in our area is quite
abundant and healthy. While we don’t often see otters, they are
(continued on page 3)
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WHCA Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursdays of
February, April, June, September, & November beginning
at 7pm at Woodland Heights Baptist Church.

All neighbors are welcome!
Next Meeting:

April 11th @ 7 pm
Woodland Heights Baptist Church
Meeting changes are posted on woodlandheightsrva.org,
Facebook and Nextdoor.
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Letter from the President
Dawn Rosenberg
Hello neighbors!
Spring’s return this month brings a new display of flowering
plants and trees throughout our neighborhood and new faces,
including my own, to the Board of our Woodland Heights Civic
Association. I am dedicated to serving our community and excited
to take on the role of president. Earnest White has been elected as
our new secretary; Susan Spain has been re-elected treasurer for a
second term; and we are joined by Vaughn Garland in the second
year of his first term as vice president.
We are thankful for the work of Gustavos Angeles and
Wilhelmina Murphy, our immediate past president and secretary,
respectively, and we look forward to their continued support as
members of our civic association. I’d also like to take this
opportunity to thank you, our neighbors and friends, for your
commitment to making Woodland Heights the best neighborhood.
Many of you have joined us as members of our Woodland
Heights Civic Association. 2018 annual memberships expired
December 31, 2018, and now is the time to join or renew your
membership. Your membership makes it possible for us to:
●
Host bi-monthly meetings that provide information on
opportunities and issues impacting our community, help
make your voice heard, and empower neighbors to take
action.
●
Offer community events, including social and educational
programs.
●
Keep our neighborhood safe for pedestrians, bicyclists, and
motorists through street sweeps for damaged and
neglected roads and sidewalks.
●
Support neighborhood events, including Music in the Park
at Forest Hill Park.
●
Provide care, including meals for community members,
through local programs.
In addition to voting rights on business matters, membership
includes access to community events that may require fees from
non-members. You’ll see a few of these upcoming events
highlighted in our newsletter, and I hope to see you there (as
members)! Please visit woodlandheightsrva.org or use the
membership form on the back of this newsletter to join or renew
your membership today.
I look forward to seeing you around the neighborhood.
WHCA Newsletter Disclaimer:
The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints
expressed by the various authors in
this newsletter do not necessarily
reflect the opinions, beliefs and
viewpoints of the Woodland Heights
Civic Association.
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WHCA Meetings are held on the
2nd Thursdays of February, April,
June, September, & November
beginning at 7pm at Woodland
Heights Baptist Church.

All neighbors are welcome!
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(continued from page 1)
not rare…just elusive. The Department of Game and
Inland Fisheries site states that the breeding season for
otters is about 3 months in the late winter and early
spring. The male otters typically go off on their own
during mating season which could be why we are seeing
them now.

Thank you,
DaVinci
Pizza!
Thank you for your generosity and providing
dinner for all members in attendance at the
February 2019 WHCA Meeting!

Conservation Landscaping Workshop
Saturday, March 23, 1:00 – 4:00 pm
Stone House in Forest Hill Park
Other characteristics from the DGIF site are that the
species have a large, weasel-like, long, and slender body
with small eyes, ears and head, short legs, webbed toes
and a tapering tail. The fur is dense, soft, short, and rich
brown above, paler below. They have a total length from
900-1270 mm, and a weight 10-25 pounds. The males are
larger than the females. A litter of 1-6 kits is born from
March to April in natal dens (overhanging banks, tree
knots and abandoned stream bank burrows). This species
does not dig its own burrow. The male avoids the area of
birth but rejoins the family while the young learn to swim.
The family group stays together for 6 months-1 year. They
are active any hour (peak feeding dawn-midmorning,
evening) and season. Life span for the otter in the wild is
usually 8-9 years.
https://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/information/northe
rn-river-otter/
April reminds us that otters can be aggressive,
especially during mating season. Do not approach them
or feed them. Always keep a safe distance. Treat yourself
to a better camera lens if you want to get an up-close
view!
You can also see otters at the Maymont Nature
Center.
https://maymont.org/
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Come and learn what you can do to make your
landscape more sustainable and wildlife-friendly. Topics
will include:
●
Native plants and their vital role in healthy
ecosystems
●
Native plants of local ecotype vs. cultivars
●
Conservation landscapes serve many purposes
(e.g. wildlife habitat, ease of maintenance,
improved water quality, aesthetics, carbon
storage, saving money)
●
Conservation landscapes are flexible
●
Identification and removal methods for
non-native invasive plants
●
Considerations in selecting a site for conservation
landscaping
●
Site preparation to ensure success and minimize
maintenance
●
Resources to select the native plants that will work
for your purposes
Establishment and maintenance of a successful
conservation landscape: PATIENCE
The workshop will also include a walk in Forest Hill
Park to identify common invasive plants and a hands-on
demonstration of proper planting and mulching
techniques.
This workshop is FREE for members of Friends of Forest
Hill Park and costs $15 for non-members. All participants
will receive a complimentary native plant from Reedy
Creek Environmental and a free copy of “Native Plants
for Virginia’s Capital Region”.
Advanced Registration is required.
Registration information at:
http://www.friendsofforesthillpark.org.
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Woodland Heights Civic Association Treasurer’s Report
Susan Kennedy Spain

as of March 7, 2019

Tax Relief
The city of Richmond currently has two exemption
options available for citizens who are either age 65 or
older or who are permanently and totally disabled. Both
of these exemptions apply only to real estate taxes.
Qualification for either of these exemption programs is
based on the income and net worth of the property
owner, plus the income of others living in the household.
The deadline to apply is April 1, 2019. You can learn more:
http://www.richmondgov.com/Finance/TaxExemptions.as
px
City Council voted to expand the program starting next
year with ORD. 2019-029. This will raise the thresholds
and created a new category for residents making up to
$60K to receive some property tax relief.

Notary Public: Mike Tokarz

No Charge Service to Woodland Heights Neighbors
Contact Mike and he will be over soon as he can.
mike@rivercopperworks.com
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Minutes for November 2018
WHCA Meeting
Wilhelmina Murphy
1.The meeting was called to order by President, Gustavo
Angeles.
2.Minutes of the September, 2018 meeting, were
approved.
3.Bryce Lyle introduced Allison El Koubi, the new principal
at Westover Hills Elementary School, which is the
designated public elementary school for Woodland
Heights. Mrs. El Koubi, who is originally from
Newfoundland, outlined her ideas about what will improve
achievement in the school. These include: a safe nurturing
environment, increased capacity in core content areas
which are data driven, high expectations of students,
teachers, staff and all involved with the school,
encouraging leadership potential, and regular feedback to
teachers, students and staff. Mrs. El Koubi invited
neighbors to visit and to become involved with the school
whether or not they have students there.
4.Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison to City Council, gave the
5th District update:
a.The Parks and Recs department is undergoing
reorganization. The 4th and 5th Districts share Forest Hill
Park, so Woodland Heights has a strong interest there.
b.There are still some roads washed out from the summer
storms which are awaiting repair.
c.Owners of the Allegheny Warehouse property have
received feedback from the neighborhoods and are
working with the City Planning Dept. on final revisions.
They will be applying for an SUP rather than rezoning.
Currently 111 townhouses are planned for ownership at
market value as well as reserving space of 17-20 k square
feet for commercial development which will be adequate
for a smaller grocery store should there be an opportunity
for that. Amy will provide information as it becomes
available.
d.The bike lanes on Semmes Ave are 80% complete.
e.The stop signs at W 31st and Beatty have been flipped to
discourage speeding. Amy invited members to contact her
if they know of signs that need to be flipped.
f.The Safety Committee is still seeing repairs being made by
city agencies as a result of the neighborhood walks during
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the summer which identified and reported many safety
issues. Some of these were: washed out alleys,
potholes, blocked storm drains and missing traffic signs.
If you see problems such as these, you may download
the RVA311 app to your phone and report it. The DPW
is currently doing a repair blitz on potholes. Reminder:
City DPU repairs things underground such as sewer, gas
and water lines, while DPW focuses on repairs above
ground such as overgrown grass and potholes. If your
road is being repaved and the curb is losing its integrity
(height), call RVA311 so the curb may also be repaired.
g. Amy also noted that there is evidence of people trying
car-doors in the area in order to steal anything left in
cars. She encouraged members to lock car-doors and
leave no valuables in cars.
h.The Department of Public Works came earlier in the
month to speak to the neighborhood soon about plans
for the intersections involving Semmes, Dundee, Forest
Hill Avenues and W. 34th Street at Patrick Henry School.
The first phase will be placement of a traffic light at the
intersection of Semmes and W 34th including pedestrian
crosswalks. In order to justify the need for the light,
phase 2 of the plan changed the traffic pattern to force
traffic onto W 34th Street, between Forest Hill Ave and
Semmes Ave. This second phase evoked negative
responses from many who attended the meeting.
Vaughn Garland explained the reasons for some of the
dissatisfaction with the plan. He voiced concern that
aspects of the plan the neighborhood had opposed and
requests that the neighborhood made to incorporate
more safety aspects for bicycles and pedestrians
appeared not to have been considered.
i.Your help is needed to plant trees in Canoe Run Park,
so please come out! These will be planted in Canoe Run
Park 9 AM-12 Noon November 17th. Amy Robins will
provide the necessary tools
j.The 5th District Holiday Party will be held on Thursday,
Dec 13 from 8-9 PM, Woodland Heights Baptist Church,
611 W 31st Street. There will be food and an
opportunity for you to bring an unwrapped toy to be
donated for an underprivileged child. If you would like
to attend it will help Amy to plan food if you can RSVP
on Councilman Parker Agelasto’s webpage or contact
Amy.
5. Susan Spain, Treasurer, gave a report on WHCA
(continued on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)
finances. At the suggestion of a member, a vote was taken
to approve a $200 donation to the WH Baptist fund to
provide Thanksgiving dinner to those in need. The budget
and possible donations will be on the agenda in February.
6. Emily McMillen encouraged residents to contribute
articles about things that interest them for inclusion in the
newsletter. She also asked if the neighborhood would like
to consider having the newsletter on line rather than
printed and delivered due to the cost and the amount of
work involved in delivery. This will be on the agenda for the
February meeting.
7. Police Report: Lt. Kelly O’Connell and Lt. Harold Giles
stated that crime overall is down in the area with property
crime being down 26% and violent crime being down 43%.
Most of the crime in the area involves theft from unlocked
vehicles. Recently, a large amount of cash and a gun were
stolen from vehicles in the area. Concern about speeding
on Semmes Avenue was raised by members and request
for more traffic policing made. Both officers reported
being understaffed.
8. Vaughn Garland, Vice President, announced an event,
Neighbor Makes Day, focusing on the many artists and
artisans who live in our neighborhood to occur on Nov 10th,
12-5 PM at Carter Jones Park.
9.Gustavo Angeles, WHCA President, pointed out that the
membership fee ($15 per household) is due each year on
January 1 so if you have not paid in 2018, you may do so by
check or online at the WHCA website,
woodlandheightsrva.org.
10..Gustavo cited the need for more neighbors to become
involved in WHCA, as only a small percent of residents
participate. Three WHCA officers are due to be replaced,
so volunteers are being sought for those positions. These
three officers have served a year past the end of their 2
year terms. Nominations can be made at the website,
woodlandheightsrva.org.
11.There are many ways to volunteer. You may become an
officer, join one of the committees, help out with WHCA
events, provide information of interest to the
neighborhood to be posted on the website, write an article
for the Woodland Heights Newsletter, and of course, join
WHCA so you can attend meetings and vote on concerns
that have an impact on our neighborhood.
12. The door prize drawing was held.
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13.The meeting was adjourned.
14.Next WHCA meeting, Thursday, February 21, 7PM at
Woodland Height Baptist Church. Notice will be posted
on Nextdoor, Facebook, in the newsletter and at
woodlandheightsrva.org.

Register Now for the 2019
Forest Hill 5K!
Registration is open for the Forest Hill Neighborhood
Association’s Forest Hill Run for the Hills 5K. The fun run
(not timed) will take place on Sunday, March 24
beginning at 9 a.m. Registration begins at 8 a.m.
Proceeds will support neighborhood projects.
This is our tenth annual 5K and it is a fabulous day
throughout the neighborhood. The race begins and ends
at the Stone House in Forest Hill Park and travels
through the park and the surrounding neighborhood.
Registration for the race is $25. The entry fee includes a
race tee shirt if you sign up online until midnight on
March 17. You can register in person on Saturday, March
24 from 9 a.m. until noon at the Stone House, or on
Sunday from 8-8:45 a.m. The cost is $28 for in person
registration. Prizes will be awarded for the fastest adult
woman and man, the fastest male and female youngster,
and the fastest doggy of any age.
Don’t miss this great opportunity to be a part of a fun
run (or walk or stroll.) We enthusiastically welcome
volunteers to help with jobs such as finish line assistant,
trail monitor, and cheering voice. Volunteers will be
rewarded with a 5K tee shirt and good karma. Please
contact foresthillassoc@gmail.com for more
information.
Go to the Forest Hill Neighborhood Association
website, foresthillneighborhood.com, to register and for
details and payment information. You can find us on
Facebook by searching for ‘Forest Hill 5K.’
8
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Minutes for February 2019
WHCA Meeting
Wilhelmina Murphy
1. At 6:30 PM Members met for a pre-meeting social
organized by Vaughan Garland and Membership
Volunteers. Pizza and Salad were donated by DaVinci Pizza
of Forest Hill Avenue.
2. The meeting was called to order by President, Gustavo
Angeles at 7 PM.
3. Minutes of the November, 2018 meeting, were
approved.
4. Susan K Spain provided the treasurer's report. Year to
date total revenue was $1026.08 with membership dues
accounting for $639.35, total expense was $704.38 and
ending balance was $8987.54. Susan relayed a request for
a donation to the Friends of Forest Hill Park Bike Classic on
April 7. Membership approved $200 for this purpose.
5. Committee reports:
a. Membership/Programs- Vaughn Garland reported that
changes have been made to the membership process
which will make it easier to sign up on the website and to
keep up with when your membership is due to be
renewed. Vaughn gave information about events that
might interest members in the next few months:
WH Civic Assoc. Meetings - April 11, June 13, September
12 all at 7 PM.
Forest Hill Park Comm. Design Workshop - 23 Feb at 10:30
AM FH Presbyterian Church
WHCA Plant and Seed Swap - 11 May, 10-12 AM
WH Community Cleanup - 18 May 9 AM-Noon
WHCA Yard Sale - 1 June 8AM
Other projects being considered are a Garden Tour,
Holiday House Tour, and Neighbor Makes Day.
b. Communications-Emily McMillen, Newsletter Editor
invited members who want to share something of interest
with their neighbors to write up an article and send to her
at editor@woodlandeightsrva.org. Dawn Rosenberg, Web
Manager explained improvements to the website and
membership process. We encourage membership to
renew Jan. 1, but membership fees are now good for one
year from sign-up date.
c. Safety – Wilhelmina Bourne outlined several areas of
interest the committee would like to pursue: Getting signs
which would encourage drivers to slow down and share
the Spring 2019 | Riverside News
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road with pedestrians and bicyclists. These will be made
available for residents to post on their property. Amy
Robins will be sending out information on how to obtain
these once they are available. The committee will continue
to support reporting infrastructure repair, and encouraging
the City of Richmond to install a left turn lane on Hull
Street at Cowardin Avenue.
6. Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison to City Council, provided
information of interest to the neighborhood:
a. The 5th District Meeting- Thursday 28, February 6:30
PM Byrd Park Roundhouse
b. The Park Master Plans are being developed. If you
would like to participate or learn more the James River
Park update will be Wednesday, March 6 at 6PM at the
Virginia War Memorial and you may take the survey at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/JAMESRIVERPARKMASTERPLA
N. The Forest Hill Park plan is being reviewed on Saturday,
February 23 at Forest Hill Presbyterian Church at 10:30 AM.
c. Richmond City Council is considering expanding tax
relief for the Elderly and Disabled. Handouts were
provided.
d. Several Zoning change/SUP Applications that impact the
area were mentioned, some of which were on the agenda
for consideration later in the meeting.
e. Development projects progress: 1.There is no contract
on the gas station lot at the corner of Semmes and
Cowardin. The owner is arranging for the lot to be cleaned
and maintained. 2. In the 1400 block of Semmes- Musethe old buildings will be renovated before others are built.
At Riverside and Cowardin, the property has been rezoned
to RF-2 and the property was sold to another developer.
No plan has been submitted. 4. No plans as yet have been
submitting for the Porter and W 31st Street property which
was previously a nursing home. 5. Building should begin
soon on the townhomes planned for W. 24th and Perry
Streets. 6. Owners of the old Seigel Grocery are applying
for rezoning. A hearing should be held in the Spring.
f. Traffic: Kristen Larson, 4th District City Council
representative, is attempting to have the speed on Forest
Hill Avenue lowered to 30 MPH which would make it
consistent with that on Semmes Avenue.
g. City Budget: The Mayor will submit the budget to city
council on Wednesday, March 6.
7. Guest Speakers:
a. Steve Korb from The Metro Richmond Flying Squad
(continued on page 11)
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(continued from page 10)
explained his non-profit organization’s plans to
purchase and renovate the old Bainbridge Firehouse
which would be used for several purposes: 1. As a base
for their operations to offer supportive services to
firemen in the area and to house the equipment for
that service. 2. To serve as a museum for historic fire
equipment. 3.To maintain several meeting rooms,
which they could make available for community
meetings. He asked for a letter from WHCA in support
of their group’s purchase of the property from the city.
This was approved by the membership. More
information at www.rvaflyingsquad.com.
b. Alex Martin from the Forest Hill Neighborhood
Association announced the annual Forest Hill 5K Run,
Run For The Hills, which will take place on March 24th at
9AM beginning at the Stone House in Forest Hill Park.
You may learn more information at
foresthillneighborhood.com.
c. Char Dunbar, contractor for Sanford Eberly and
McKenna Brown, explained the construction project at
3019 Stonewall Avenue for which they are seeking
approval from the city. They plan to turn their 1- level
garage into a two story exercise gym, home office with
half bath. They requested a letter of support from
WHCA. There was a majority positive vote with dissent.
d. Charlie Schmidt, who owns a house on a double lot
at 310 W 25th Street, requested a letter of support for
dividing the lot in order to build another house on the
extra lot. He provided plans and after discussion, vote
was taken and support approved by a majority with a
few members opposed.
e. Lt Lewis Mills of the 2nd Precinct is the new officer in
charge of sector 211 which provides police services to
the area south of Semmes Avenue in Woodland
Heights. He introduced himself and said his main
concern is violent crime. He stated that he considers car
break-ins and thefts to be violent crime. Lt Mills may
be reached at 804-646-8092.
8. One of the construction requests being presented to
the City is a plan for signage with back-lighting at 2000
Riverside Drive. The signage and lighting proposed
would be considerably larger and brighter than any
currently in the neighborhood. Concerns were raised
and debated and on vote, those present approved (with
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dissent) a letter of support for numbers on the building
with no back-lighting and a ground level sign with back
lighting.
9. Gustavo Angeles thanked membership for the opportunity
to serve as WHCA president and said he was gratified at the
progress WHCA had made during his tenure. He expressed
confidence that WHCA will continue to grow and contribute
to the neighborhood under the new slate of officers. He
introduced the roster of nominees for election:
a. President - Dawn Rosenberg
b. Vice President - Vaughn Garland (entering 2nd year of his
first term)
c. Secretary - Earnest White
d. Treasurer – Susan K Spain (entering her 2nd year)
These officers were approved unanimously.
10. 1. The new WHCA President, Dawn Rosenberg, thanked the
membership for their confidence in her, noting that she looks
forward to working with community members to continue improving
the neighborhood.

11. The door prize drawing was held.
12. The meeting was adjourned.
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Message from

Betsy Carr
House of Delegates - 69th District
Dear Friends,
The 2019 legislative session of the Virginia General
Assembly adjourned sine die on Sunday, February 24th
with a budget. I was pleased to have 10 of my 15 bills
passed as well as two resolutions. You can view my
legislation and all the 2019 legislation at lis.virginia.gov.
The Budget
As you may know, the General Assembly must balance
the budget every year. This year, the focus was on
amendments as we adopted the biennial budget in 2018.
While the budget is not perfect and I wish some issues
received more funding, overall, I believe this is a good
budget and I voted “yes” for its passage.
Spending: The budget bill includes $43.27 billion in
general fund spending, excluding the reserve deposit. An
additional $1.43 billion will be deposited into the reserve
fund, which leaves $7.6 million in unappropriated funds.
Revenues: The Commonwealth expects $42.09
billion in general fund revenues. Due to the federal tax
conformity, we are expecting $699.7 million in general
fund revenue and $505.6 million to be directly deposited
into the restricted reserve fund.
Higher Education: In order to maintain tuition
levels at FY19 for next year, the Commonwealth is
providing $57.5 million to institutions of higher
education. Additionally, $18 million goes toward creating
the Tech Talent Investment Fund to increase the number
of computer science and related degrees and invest in
instruction support.
Teacher Salaries: In addition to the 3% increase
already appropriated through the biennial budget,
amendments were passed to increase this to a total of
5%
You can review a thorough comparative analysis of the
budget from the Commonwealth Institute for Fiscal
Analysis at
https://www.thecommonwealthinstitute.org/. You can
also review the conference report of the budget here:
https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/
Notable Legislation that Passed
“Move Over” Law (HB1911) - As you may recall, Hanover
County’s Lt. Brad Clark, a firefighter, was killed due to a

Early Spring 2019 | Riverside News

driver not properly moving over when Lt. Clark was
responding to a scene on the road. This bill makes a driver’s
failure to move into a nonadjacent lane on a highway with
at least four lanes a Class 1 misdemeanor.
Insurance Coverage for Autism (HB2577) - Health insurers
will be required to provide coverage for the diagnosis and
treatment of autism spectrum disorder in individuals of any
age. Currently, coverage is only required to be provided
from ages two to 10.
Casino Gambling (SB1126) - Following up on the
information I provided during my last update, JLARC will
study gambling and report back to the General Assembly by
November 2019. However, qualifying cities will be able to
hold a voter referendum in November 2020 to allow casino
gaming.
Independent Redistricting Commission (SJ306 & HJ615) –
The General Assembly came to a consensus to create a
16-member (8 citizen members and 8 legislative members)
redistricting commission that will redraw the
Commonwealth’s districts after the 2020 Census. It is not a
perfect bill, but it is a good step toward ending partisan
gerrymandering. The citizen members will be recommended
by the legislative leaders from each party and a panel of
retired judges would select an equal number of citizen
members from each party’s list. After the Commission is
formed and has maps available, the General Assembly will
have final approval, but cannot make changes. In the event
that the legislature fails to adopt a map after two proposals
form the Commission, then the Supreme Court of Virginia
would draw the lines. All meetings will be open to the public
and all records and communications will be considered
public too.
Since this is a constitutional amendment, it will need to pass
the General Assembly two years in a row, meaning it will
need to be introduced and passed again in 2020. Once this
happens then the voters will need to approve it through a
referendum in 2020.
New Tobacco Regulations (HB2748 & SB1727) – Citizens
must now be 21 years old to purchase or possess tobacco
and e-cigarettes. This is a change from 18 years old. Virginia
is one of six other states that have changed their laws based
on the rise in teenage vaping.
Personal Hygiene Products (HB2540 & SB1715) – Sales tax
will be reduced for personal hygiene products, both for
menstrual and incontinence use.
There were many more important and interesting bills that
passed and failed in the General Assembly this session.
Many news sources, including the Times-Dispatch and
Roanoke Times have simple overviews for your review.
Additionally, if you have questions about any legislation, you
can contact my office at delegate.carr@betsycarr.org or call
804-698-1169.
(continued on page 15)
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The General Assembly will reconvene on April 3, 2019.
During this session, the House and Senate will accept or
reject any vetoes from the Governor. Otherwise, the
bills that have passed the General Assembly this session
are set to become law on July 1, 2019.
Community Happenings
Tax Prep for Seniors – Tax season is here. Senior
Connections offers tax help. You must make an
appointment beforehand by contacting Pat Gieson at
804-343-3059.
2019 Governor’s Fellows Program – This prestigious
program offers rising college seniors, graduating seniors,
and graduate students attending colleges and
universities in Virginia with firsthand experience in state
government at the highest level of the executive branch.
Each fellow is placed with a member of the Governor’s
Cabinet or with a member of his personal staff,
providing an unparalleled opportunity to understand
and learn about how the Office of the Governor works
and makes decisions. Virginia residents attending
out-of-state colleges and universities are also eligible.
The selection of Fellows, while competitive, is based on
merit. Applications are due on Friday, March 15, 2019.
The program runs Monday, June 3, 2019 through
Wednesday, July 31, 2019. Visit the Governor’s Fellows
Program website for more information:
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/the-administration/f
ellows/
It is an honor and privilege to serve you in the
General Assembly. Please never hesitate to contact me
if my office can be helpful to you. You can email me at
delegate.carr@betsycarr.org or call my office at
804-698-1169. I look forward to seeing you and your
friends and family around Richmond this spring.
Sincerely,
Betsy

Woodland Heights Civic Association
Plant & Seed Sale & Swap
Saturday, May 11, 2019
10:00 am - noon
McDonough Community Garden, 3300 McDonough St.
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Extra tomato plants? Too many zucchini seeds?
Join your neighbors and share in the season’s
bounty at our first annual plant and seed swap at
McDonough Community Garden.
Open to all residents! Civic Association
members can participate at no cost.
Non-members, $5.
https://www.facebook.com/McdonoughGardens/
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WHCA Neighborhood Safety
Committee
The first Safety Committee meeting of 2019 was held
on January 22. The focus of this meeting was to set
committee priorities for the year. Traffic speeding
through the neighborhood and the accompanying hazards
to pedestrians, bikers, homeowners and other motorists,
are still of concern in the neighborhood. Members
identified a source for signs designed to remind drivers to
down. Members will pursue obtaining and
Fonticello Food Forest Community slow
distributing these in Woodland Heights. Support was
Garden Moves into its Next Stage of expressed for encouraging the Richmond Police to enforce
the speed limits and the City Government to provide a left
Design!
turn lane at Hull Street and Cowardin Avenue which
Lobo Marino
would offer another route into the city.
The committee will continue to monitor infrastructure
Hello neighbors! This is Laney from the Earthfolk Collective problems in our area such as potholes, storm damage and
on Bainbridge street. We have been honored by the city
clogged storms sewers as well as to encourage residents
community gardens department to curate the planting of a
to report these issues to the Richmond Department of
"food forest" in a wooded two acre section of Carter Jones
Public Works (potholes and leaf pickup) and Department
Park. We envision a space that provides beauty and
of Public Utilities (clearing storm sewers) via the RVA311
nourishment for people as well as other animals, insects and
resource. We were so pleased with the enthusiastic
plants. Our goal is to increase biodiversity by planning areas of turnout for last year’s infrastructure walks. The work of
meadow and wetland, planting flowering and fruiting trees and these great volunteers resulted in noticeable
bushes that neighbors can watch change throughout the
improvements in the neighborhood!
seasons. We also are creating space that can be a place for
The Richmond Police tell us that property crimes,
children (and adults) to interact with nature through play,
particularly auto break-ins and thefts, are the primary
exploration and art.
sources of police reports from our area. They continue to
The project has been slowly underway for the past two
stress the importance of locking our cars, homes and
years, We are all volunteers and have been working step by
garages and remind us not to leave cars running
step as community members have donated trees. We just
unattended. Recognizing that it is easy to get careless
finished the planting of the orchard layer of persimmons,
about these measures, the committee will also
pears, apples, plums, and peaches. We currently have about periodically provide reminders in the newsletter and on
30 fruit trees planted in the area. This year we will be designing the social web pages.
the meadow, wetlands, and walking paths and educational
Here’s wishing you and all of our neighbors a Happy
signage. In the children's area we already have a little stick
and Safe 2019!
playhouse as well as a fairy house. We plan to create a log
reading circle and install a little free library with books about
nature as well as a "mud kitchen" for making mud pies...
Lastly, we would love to figure out how to re-open the
historic Fonticello Spring and we have some solid ideas about
how to make that happen.
Please contact us if you have dream or ideas and would like to
get involved. You can find us on Facebook or Instagram
"Fonticello Food Forest"
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Local Government Contacts
Parker Agelasto, 5th District Councilmember
804-646-6050
parker.agelasto@richmondgov.com
Dr. Patrick Sapini, 5th District School Board Rep
804-929-6930 psapini@rvaschools.net
Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison
804-646-5724 amy.robins@richmondgov.com

5th District Updates

Richmond Police Department
South of Semmes
Second Precinct - Sector 211
Lt. Lewis Mills - 804-646-8092
Lewis.Mills@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 2nd Precinct
Officer Monica Powell - 804-646-8172
Monica.Powell@richmondgov.com

5th District Updates
The 5th District Office Community Cleanup for the
Woodland Heights & Swansboro neighborhoods is taking
place Saturday, May 18 from 9am-12:30pm. It will start
off with a Honorary Street Naming for Mr. Percy J. Minor
at Bainbridge & W. 25th Street outside of the Boys & Girls
Club then launch in to the community service component
right afterwards. We will be focusing on improvement
projects in Carter Jones Park, storm drain marking, graffiti
removal along Hull Street on public and private property
(waiver needed), and litter pick up. Last year’s 5th District
community events yielded the additional of 60+ trees in
our neighborhood parks. Please join in for as little or long
as you can!

North of Semmes
Third Precinct - Sector 312
Lt. Brian Prendergast- 804-646-1412
Brian.Prendergast@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 3rd Precinct
Officer Hawkins Wortham- 804-646-1412
Hawkins.Wortham@richmondgov.com
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What’s Happening in
Woodland Heights?!
April 7th

Forest Hill Spring Classic

April 11th

Civic Association Meeting

April 20th

Newsletter Submissions due

May 11th

Civic Association Plant and
Seed Swap

May 18th

Community Cleanup

Log onto https://woodlandheightsrva.org/events/
for more information.
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