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Lamenting Over your Black Thumb
from Summer?

Carl Joseph

You can easily put your ability to kill plants to use
wherever you are. Regardless what season we’re in
there’s a time to divert waste and promote a sustainable
and regenerative ecosystem at home.
Consider turning a pile. Yes, compost, the process of
converting organic matter or waste into something that
resembles dirt or soil. Composting is an effort that still
requires care and attention, and sometimes a strong
back. And if you’re eager to get into gardening
(especially, if you do have a black thumb), this is a great
way to start.
First, you’ll want to prepare yourself to get dirty. Learn
and understand what you can compost effectively. There
are green ingredients and brown ingredients. Green
ingredients are nitrogen rich and are typically wet and/or
softer. These are vegetable waste from your kitchen,
grass clippings, plant trimmings, coffee grounds, etc.
Brown ingredients are carbon-rich and harder materials.
These include leaves, small twigs and mulch, paper
products, and more.
When you have some understanding of what you can
put into your compost, you should know that there needs
to be a balance of green and brown ingredients. Without
getting into the science of it, you can look for some
indications of how well your pile of decomposing waste is
doing.
What is your compost is telling you?
●
Your compost smells rotten and is really juicy, it’s
likely that there is too much green and too little
brown.
●
If it’s dry and slow to break down, there is too little
green and too much brown.
●
Avoid meat and animal by-products as much as
possible because they will attract pests and foster
potentially harmful bacteria growth that you do
not want in your garden.
A healthy compost:
●
Should have equal part green and brown.
●
Should smell earthy and be moist and may even
be warm toward the center.
(continued on page 4)
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WHCA Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursdays of February,
April, June, September, & November beginning at 7pm at
Woodland Heights Baptist Church.

All neighbors are welcome!

Next Meeting:

February 13, 2020 @ 7 pm
Woodland Heights Baptist Church
Member social from 6:30 - 7 pm
Meeting changes are posted on
woodlandheightsrva.org, Facebook and Nextdoor.
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Letter from the President
Dear Neighbors,
During this season of thanksgiving and holidays, I
am thankful for our neighborhood and each of you
who help build our sense of community throughout
the year. Whether you are a member of our
Woodland Heights Civic Association, attend our
meetings and events, sponsor our community
events or you’ve simply waved hello to a neighbor,
thank you.
With your support, we hosted several events this
year to engage residents and others across
Richmond, including a plant and seed swap, our
annual community yard sale, an ice cream social
for members, the City Council 5th District candidate
forum, and our annual handmade arts and crafts
festival.
We also supported community-driven events,
including National Night Out, Stonewall on Stonewall,
Music in the Park, and more. We continued and
started new initiatives, including this newsletter and
our conservation yard of the season program.
These efforts are made possible by a committed
team of neighbors – all volunteers who donate their
time and energy to making Woodland Heights an
active, engaging neighborhood that I’m proud to
call home. I hope you’ll join me in sharing our
appreciation for these individuals whenever
possible.
No matter what role you play in our
neighborhood, thank you for joining us in Woodland
Heights. I am grateful.
Be kind to one another,
Dawn
WHCA Newsletter Disclaimer:

The opinions, beliefs and
viewpoints expressed by the
various authors in this
newsletter do not necessarily
reflect the opinions, beliefs and
viewpoints of the Woodland
Heights Civic Association.
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WHCA Meetings are held on
the 2nd Thursdays of February,
April, June, September &
November beginning at 7pm
at Woodland Heights Baptist
Church.
All neighbors are welcome!
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Aging in Community

Marjorie Bertolino & Susan Kennedy Spain

A group of approximately twenty residents met for
the first time in late Spring to discuss the possibility of
establishing an Aging in Community group for our
Woodland Heights neighborhood. At the meeting,
which is summarized in the Summer newsletter, WHCA
leadership and attendees agreed that input was
necessary from the neighborhood regarding the need
and interest in establishing an Aging in Community
initiative in Woodland Heights.
As the conversation continued at a follow-up
meeting in June, a group of residents volunteered to
establish a smaller working group in order to: 1) review
the available literature regarding these types of
initiatives both locally and nationally, and 2) develop a
survey for neighborhood residents aged 45 and older
to assess whether there was a need and/or interest in
establishing this type of program in Woodland Heights.
The survey was available for completion on our
neighborhood website (www.woodlandheightsrva.org)
earlier this fall and was completed by 77 residents.
Woodland Heights residents tend to be independent
and generally in good health. Most residents who
completed the survey ranged in age from 45-64, have
lived in the neighborhood for more than 15 years, do
not have children under 18 living in their households,
and were mostly female. Few residents had children
over 18 living in their households and about half had a
spouse or partner living in their household.
The majority of those who responded said it was
extremely or very important to stay in Woodland
Heights and to continue to live independently in their
homes as they age. Many continue to drive and tend
to their own needs such as shopping, visiting the
doctor, running errands, etc. Others walk, ride their
bikes, use public transportation or take taxis or Uber to
get around town.
Almost two-thirds (64%) rated their health as good,
even as some deal with chronic health conditions
(33%). Most residents said that they exercise at least
several times a week with almost a third exercising
every day. Results show that residents interact often
with friends, neighbors and family.
Residents indicated needing assistance with general
household chores; i.e. yard work, general household
repairs, house cleaning and pet care. Fewer noted
need for transportation, computer services or financial
assistance. Less than half of the respondents said they
would join a “village”; while more than half said they
would participate in Woodland Heights activities such
as yoga, walking groups, cards or games.
Based on those who completed the survey, residents
prefer a more loosely organized program of neighbors
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Seniors in need of yard work help:
https://forms.gle/zFThsHYPk4Ahi46W9
helping neighbors, connecting older residents
with younger residents, and supporting those
who need assistance. A few residents thought
that establishing a buddy system, a directory of
services, and/or use of the WHCA website as a
portal to request assistance may benefit
Woodland Heights residents. Other ideas
included social or exercise activities such as
neighborhood walking groups or yoga in the
park to connect aging neighbors.
We would like to establish a working group of
neighbors to continue this discussion and to
decide on next steps. If you are interested in
participating in these efforts, please join us at
our next meeting on January 9th at 7pm. A
meeting location will be provided at a later date
and posted on our neighborhood website
(www.woodlandheightsrva.org)
and social media (Facebook and NextDoor.)
Notes:

1. It was our hope to hear from more
residents aged 75 and older.
As we move forward, we will actively try to
engage with these residents and include
them in our activities.
2. If you are a Woodland Heights resident
aged 45 and older and have not
previously completed the survey and
would like to, the survey can be found at
www.woodlandheightsrva.org.
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(continued from page 1)
●
Should have a noticeable breakdown over a
couple weeks at a time.
●
And you may notice some new friends.
Some steps to help you get started, consider the
following:
1.
A location to contribute your ingredients
2.
A receptacle, bin, a place to put a pile in your
yard, or compost collector in your area (NOPE VA
in Virginia)
3.
The materials you’ll use for your composting
needs i.e., I use a small pail to transport my
kitchen waste to my pile.)
4.
Regularly feed your compost — I use coffee
grounds from my office.
5.
Regularly “turn the pile” — Bins may require a rake
or pitchfork.
6.
Add water (not soak) to help promote the
breakdown of the ingredients.

Autumn 2019 | Riverside News

Autumn 2019 “WHCA Yard of the
Season” Winners!
Congratulations to the following Woodland
Heights residents for earning the distinguished
bragging rights to leaving our neighborhood a
better place through their conservation efforts:
●
Cezar Carvalhaes of 811 W 29th Street for
his efforts in Invasive Removal and Native
Plants
●
Carl Joseph of 3007 Forest Hill for his Lawn
Reductions and/or Green Fertilizers
●
Susan Kennedy Spain of 3009 Stonewall for
building a Pollinator-Friendly yard and the
amazing habitat that she’s created!
Be sure to notice their yards on your walks
around Woodland Heights this season, when you
notice these residents outside in their years be
sure to stop, ask them questions about their
practices, and transfer the knowledge in your
own yard to make our neighborhood an even
more amazing place!
Nominate your yard (or a neighbor’s) for our
Conservation Yard of the Season program! (via
the paper applications on pages 6&7 or on
woodlandheightsrva.org) We’re highlighting those
yards, and the individuals and families who tend
to them, that support best practices in
conservation right here in our neighborhood. It’s
similar to a “Yard of the Month” program that
highlights the prettiest yards in a neighborhood;
only our program highlights the yards that help
our environment and the James River ecosystem!
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The topics of the questions included:
●
civic engagement
●
safer roads for pedestrians and bicyclists
●
small business support
●
parking for residents and businesses, and
●
James River protection.
A few candidates had the depth of knowledge to
give answers in each of the varied topics. Others were
stronger in certain areas and then started their
answers to some questions with an admittance to not
being an expert. Usually this was followed up with a
statement about listening and working hard.
The event really allowed one to get a sense of the
ideas and focus of each candidate. The loudest
rounds of applause were given to answers regarding
the support or increase of public/multi-modal
transportation and for the protection of the James
Elizabeth Gregor
River as a natural resource in Richmond. Other
answers highlighted the idea for more collaboration
On September 12, the Woodland Heights Civic
between civic associations, the aging school
Association, along with civic, neighborhood and
business associations within the 5th District, hosted infrastructure, being proactive about parking
the Richmond City Council 5th District Candidate planning, fixing the overloaded permitting process,
encouraging the passage of the James River Master
Forum. About 200 residents attended the event,
Plan, and analyzing the continuity of bike lanes for
which allowed each of the eight candidates to
rider safety.
answer questions submitted by leaders from
The special election took place on November 5.
participating neighborhoods. The candidates were
Stephanie
Lynch, a Woodland Heights neighbor, was
given the topics from which questions would be
elected
to
serve
the 5th District and begins her term
drawn ahead of time.
The candidates included: (bios pulled from The on December 1. She is serving out the last 13 months of
Parker Agelasto’s current four-year term.
Richmond Times Dispatch)
Nicholas Da Silva, an activist, community
organizer and Virginia Commonwealth
University alumnus;
Stephanie Lynch, the director of
government affairs, strategy and
development for Good Neighbor, a nonprofit;
Jer’Mykeal McCoy, a business development
manager with Schutt Sports and president
of the Urban League of Greater Richmond
Young Professionals;
Robin D. Mines, an associate minister at
Hood Temple AME Zion Church;
Chuck Richardson, a former councilman
who represented the district between 1977
and 1995;
Graham Sturm, a history teacher at
Armstrong High School;
Mamie Taylor, a former Richmond School
Board member who represented the district
from 2012 through 2016; and
Thad Williamson, a University of Richmond
associate professor and former senior policy
adviser to Mayor Stoney.

Candidate Forum
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Richmond Marathon in
Woodland Heights

Elizabeth Gregor

The community came out to support and
watch the 42nd annual VCU Health Richmond
Marathon. As in years prior, organizers closed
off the westbound lane of Semmes Avenue to
host the runners along Mile 14. Groups of
supporters stood outside to ring cowbells,
cheer, and hand out water and energy gels.
Our neighbors at Crossroads Coffee and Ice
Cream had music playing into the street to
keep the runners’ spirits up.
The race started at 8 am and for future
cheering reference, the front of the pack
passed by at little before 9 am! Amongst the
thousands of runners, I noted during my own
watch period, there was an individual
participating in a racing wheelchair and a
couple of runners pushing a stroller for
unabled individuals bundled against the cold.
The race was estimated to attract 20,000
runners, but unfortunately the half-marathon
course does not weave south of the river. We
missed those folks. Our Richmond marathon
allows runners to qualify for the Boston
Marathon and it has been pegged as
"America's Friendliest Marathon" according to
Channel 8 news. The Richmond course allows
runners to experience all scenery of the varied
neighborhoods of the city and it's fun to watch
them come through ours! Congratulations to
the Woodland Heights runners who trained
and participated.
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Discovering the Wall: Part Two
The True Story of How
Richmond's Manchester Wall was
Rediscovered
Cezar Carvalhaes
This is part two of a series on the Manchester Wall. If
you like to start things from the beginning, check out
the first article in WHCA Summer 2019 Newsletter
After spotting the wall for the first time from across
the river, our adventurers knew nothing would stop
them from climbing it.
Getting to the wall that first time wasn’t easy. The
group started out on the north side of the river. Today
the T. Tyler Potterfield Memorial bridge, back then was
just an old disused levy. They crossed the river by
walking atop this levy— shimmying along while
holding onto the hazardous steel railings. This got
them ⅔ of the way across. To get to the wall, they had
to walk atop a log jam formed by periods when the
river was higher and piled on debris. Upon reaching
actual ground again, they bushwhacked their way to
the wall. They could walk up a hill to the top of the wall
where there happened to be a large I-beam that
provided anchor for a top-rope. After all that,
Manchester Wall climbing was officially born.
They soon established the first bolted route on the
wall, “The Proctologist.” It's named for the many small
round holes present on the blocks along the route
(the holes were created for the large tongs that were
used to lift the heavy blocks when the wall was
constructed). These holes really test finger strength,
since they’re often the best (only) available holds at
certain sections of the route. After establishing this
first bolted route, the small, tight-knit, Richmond
climbing community kept returning to the wall, often
dodging railroad guards who would threaten to
arrest them for trespassing. They cleared more ivy
and brush to make getting there easier, and put up
more routes.
They soon figured out a better way of getting there,
by driving to the south side of the river and parking by
an old warehouse (where the Suntrust Bank buildings
are today). There was still some bushwhacking
needed, and they had to cross some railroads to get
to the wall, but this was a much better way of getting
there. Climbing continued at the wall until dropping
significantly in the mid-80s. The threats of arrest from
the railroad police at the time were a huge
dissuasion.
In the early 90s, things picked up again. The
Richmond region now had about 20 to 25 climbers,
and more and more routes were being put up on the
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wall. About half of them were secured from the
ground up, or “traditionally”, as Jamie puts it.
Jamie and his fellow climbing buddies who
discovered the wall became the unofficial
stewards at the time. Nothing was done without
their input first. Soon, many more routes were
forged along the wall, and the pillars jutting out of
the river. Climbers established routes as far as the
tenth pillar, right in the middle of the James. These
further pillars are only accessible when the river is
quite low.
As time went on, and as Richmond’s climbing
community grew, the wall transformed. It is now
clearly visible from across the river, no longer
covered in ivy as it used to be. The James River
Park System took over maintenance of the wall
and its surrounding area. Climbers no longer need
to dodge police and railroad guards, in fact, the
city welcomes them. Eventually stairs, paths and
the overlook were constructed and several key
pedestrian paths join nearby. In 2016 the T. Tyler
Potterfield Memorial Bridge was constructed
directly over that old levy, allowing spectators to
easily watch wall climbers as part of their leisurely
strolls through Richmond.
Recently, the original bolts were replaced as a
part of a grant from the American Alpine Club.
The new bolts weren’t put in the same locations
as the original ones, so the routes have altered a
little. The value the wall brings to new and
experienced climbers alike is unmistakable.
Richmond, and climbers from all over, remain
thankful to Jamie McGrath, Les Newman, and Rick
Atkinson for their adventurous spirit that brought
us this gem.
For more information about the James River
Parks System and its gorgeous resources, check
out their website.

Photos Credit:
Selden Grady
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Real Estate Tax Relief for the
Elderly & Disabled
Earlier this year City Council made changes to the Real Estate
Tax Relief Program for the Elderly & Disabled with ORD. 2019-029
to increase income thresholds and assets. If qualiﬁed, persons
with incomes from $0 to $60,000 may receive a percentage of
exemption from 100%-25% on a sliding scale. The total combined
ﬁnancial worth of the applicant was increased from $200,000 to
$350,000. This does not include the value of the house you live in.
The application opens in early January and closes April 1, 2020.
The Finance Department generally holds a few information
session to help applicants apply. To learn more please call
804-646-6015 or visit the city website at
richmondgov.com/Finance/TaxExemptions.aspx

Notary Public: Mike Tokarz

No Charge Service to Woodland Heights Neighbors
Contact Mike and he will be over soon as he can.
mike@rivercopperworks.com
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Woodland Heights Civic Association Treasurer’s Report

Susan Kennedy Spain

Woodland Heights Makers' Day

The second annual Woodland Heights Makers'
Day, an arts and crafts festival showcasing
handmade goods from local artists and artisans,
took place on Saturday, November 23. More than 500
people attended the event, which raised $2,776 to
help offset the cost of new playground equipment at
PHSSA used by students and children in our
neighborhood.
Nearly 30 vendors set up tables at Patrick Henry
School of Science and Arts (PHSSA) showcasing a
variety of goods, including crocheted and woven
accessories, acrylic paintings, handmade cards,
vintage trays with resin epoxy over paper, science
kits for children, clay and glass bead jewelry and
bottle stoppers, stained glass, painted clocks, tea
cozies, encaustic and photograph paintings, pottery,
felted wool items, linoleum block prints, locally made
tempeh, coasters, magnets, soy candles, lotions and
bath goods, and ornaments. Students from PHSSA
also participated in the event, bringing homemade
cookies, cake pops, Christmas ornaments,
necklaces, lip gloss, and home decorations. A
children's craft table and face painting were
available, and the Parent Teacher Association
offered hot chocolate and popcorn on the crisp fall
morning.
Neighbors organizing Makers' Day included
Vaughn Garland, Kathy Graham, Tom Hammond,
Julie Hill, Dawn Rosenberg, and Wayne Swatlowski.
These volunteers worked closely with PHSSA staff
and vendors to plan event logistics, sponsorships,
advertising, fundraising, and secure volunteers.
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as of November 20, 2019

Community sponsors included H.F.Bulifant &
Sons, Inc., All Good Automotive II, Fralin Art &
Frame, Intergalactic Tacos, 43rd Street Gallery
and Dogeared Development. Thanks to the
generosity of our vendors, sponsors and those
who made cash donations to benefit PHSSA.
One hundred percent of vendor registration
fees supported the fundraising effort, and
Woodland Heights Civic Association members
approved matching the registration fees to
double the funds raised by vendors. To become
involved in next year's event, please email
info@woodlandheightsrva.org.
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WHCA Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2019
Purpose: Regular scheduled meeting to discuss
activities in and around the neighborhood.
Meeting Commenced by President, Dawn Rosenberg
at 7:00 pm. Approximately 30 neighbors in
attendance. Membership quorum (5) met.
●

●
●
●

●
●

●

●

●

Civic Association will recognize Parker Agelasto
with a thank you card, which was passed
around for signatures. Card to be shared at 5th ●
District Holiday Party on December 12.
Membership update: 130 households, 21 new
members since June meeting.
June meeting minutes accepted by
membership vote.
New Secretary, Elizabeth Gregor, voted in by
membership. Typically the Secretary heads up
the Safety committee.
Content needed for the next newsletter.
Deadline to get in articles and photos is Nov 20.
Aging in the Community - Marjorie and Susan
spearheaded an internet survey to identify
what a neighborhood program might consist
of. More than 75 survey submissions. Results to
be discussed later in meeting. A $50 gift card to
Publix or Laura Lee’s was raffled to survey
participants who chose to provide their
contact information separately. Lonnie Elliott
was recipient of $50 Publix gift card.
Conservation Yard of the Season – a new
program started by Emily McMillen to
encourage sustainable yard practices that
benefit our ecosystem – seasonal winners
receive yard sign, promotion in newsletter, and
$25 gift card to Sneeds Nursery:
○
Lawn Reduction – Carl Joseph
○
Native Species – Cezar Carvalles
●
○
Pollinator Friendly - Susan Spain
Richmond Police Department - Lt. Mills updated
on 2nd Precinct, Sector 211, South of Semmes and
Forest Hill:
○
Sector 211 – last year crime was up,
violent crime down 11%, property crime
down 5%, together crime down 6%
○
Woodland Heights – South of Semmes,
violent crime up 50%, 3 robberies, 3 agg
assaults, property crime down 12% number one crime theft from motor
vehicles.
○
Arrest in murder of Markiya Dickson in
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Fonticello/Carter Jones Park
○
Holidays advisory – increase in thefts,
porch vandals of packages – send
packages to office or to someone who is
home – crush boxes so that thieves don’t
attempt to come in your house after
they see a box and know you have
something valuable
Marathon on Saturday – eastbound Semmes
and Forest Hill closed – break down between
1-2p – Semmes will be closed starting about 4a
Vaughn Garland, Vice President, updated on
neighborhood programs:
○
Recognized Lt. Mills increased police
presence in WH
○
National Night Out update – 50
participants in Carter Jones Park with
Parks and Recreation Department
providing hot dogs
○
Ice Cream Social update – membership
social with 40 participants, including 4
new members. Will hold more social
events.
○
City Council 5th District Candidate Forum
update – 150 participants at Patrick
Henry School of Science and Arts
○
Makers’ Day update - scheduled for
November 23 from 10 am - 2 pm –
celebrating arts and creativity of
neighborhood and raising funds for
Patrick Henry School of Science and Arts.
Thanks to members for organizing and
securing 27 adult vendors and 6
students. Recognized sponsors
contributing to event to help offset cost
of playground equipment replacement.
Volunteers encouraged to sign up during
meeting to help with loading/unloading
vendor supplies.
Susan Spain, Treasurer’s Report:
○
Civic Association has nearly $11K in bank.
See treasurer’s report for details.
Expenses
(continued on page 18)
Cezar Carvalhaes,
Susan spain, Carl
Joseph
Yard of the Season
Winners
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(continued from page 17)
are newsletter, which advertising covers most
of the cost, and signage for events.
○
Community contributions - Good Shepherd
Episcopal School ($200). Membership voted to
match vendor registration fees from Makers’
Day ($500) as donation to Patrick Henry
School for Science and Arts. Membership
voted to approve food pantry donation ($300)
to Woodland Heights Baptist Church serving
the community.
●
Newly elected City Council 5th District Councilwoman
– Stephanie Lynch introduced herself and shared her
desire to be accessible and present in the
community. She’s a Woodland Heights neighbor and
the first female to serve the 5th District on the City
Council.
○
She plans to host a forum for all civic
association presidents in early January 2020
to collaborate resources and ideas for the
next year, what to fight for in budget, second
part open to all civic association members for
Navy Hill project – get as much community
voice as possible.
●
Amy Robins, 5th District community liaison, update:
○
Firehouse at 2901 Bainbridge Firehouse –
viewing property on Friday from 10 am - 12
Noon. Civic Association wrote a letter in
support of Metro Richmond Flying Squad’s
proposed use of the property (as proposed at
February 2019 meeting). The City’s request for
proposals closes on Dec 8.
○
Carter Jones Park renovations – two
community meetings were held and were well
attended. The proposed plans include
extending the skate park and reducing the
tennis courts, as well as an area for children to
honor Markiya Dickson’s memory. Plans
developed by Timmons Group in coordination
with City Parks and Recreation Department.
○
Encourage neighbors to use RVA 311 to report
road and sidewalk issues. Safety walks to
resume in 2020 to help identify and report
problems.
○
City of Richmond is committed to Vision Zero,
which addresses the safety of pedestrians
and bicyclists. Expect community
presentation about the redesign of the
intersection at 34th and Semmes in new year.
○
5th District Holiday Party on December 12 at
Randolph Neighborhood Community Center.
Opportunity to say goodbye to Parker
(continued
on page
19)
Autumn 2019
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News
○
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(continued on page 18)
Agelasto and welcome Stephanie Lynch. Toys
collected for foster parents in the city.
●
Aging in Community – Marjorie Bertolino
organized neighbors interested in effort. She
encouragedparticipation in the survey to gauge
interest in the effort and volunteers to help
determine feasibility of program in our
neighborhood. Susan Spain spoke about the
survey results: 77 results – interest or need to do
this – 2:1 Female:Male – most residents active,
get out for doctor and shopping, exercise at
least once a day – want to stay in Woodland
Heights as they age and live independently.
Services needed include yard work and gutter
cleaning. Recommendations include a buddy
system to ask/provide help, seek an annual
budget from WHCA to offer community
programs for seniors, including group yoga
classes. Need to establish small group to figure
out where this could go with info – would like it
to be organic activity.
●
Community opportunities - John Fralin of Fralin
Arts and Frame, asked if members would be
interested in supporting the idea of a small
institution of woodworking and restoration
conservators at the building at 31st and Porter
currently for sale. Members encouraged the
idea and suggested he look into funding from
Art Spaces and connecting with Art on Wheels.
●
A raffle drawing for a small gift was held.
●
Meeting adjourned at 8 pm.

●

T. John Fralin spoke, owns Frame shop on
Semmes:
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Critter Corner!

The beaks, paws, and claws of Woodland Heights

We want to meet
your critters!

Send their info to

editor@woodlandheightsrva.org

Meet Auggie Saulet of
W 29th Street

to see them highlighted in
future newsletters!

Age: 4
Size: 70 lbs
Sex: M
Type of critter: Dog, Aussiedoodle
Color: Black, gray, and white
Origin story: I’m a foster failure! My parents,
Deirdre and Mark, got me 2 years ago from
North Carolina and quickly decided I was too
cute not to adopt. They tell me I look like a
muppet!

Hobbies: Chasing my feline brother Porter

around the house, hanging out with my
neighbor Margaret in our backyards, tracking
squirrels in Carter Jones Park , and playing with
all my toys (the squeakier the better)

Favorite foods: Pizza (especially when I find it on
the ground in the park) and popcorn

One thing to know about me: You might hear me

bark at other dogs when I’m on a leash (I’m
working on it!). I sound ferocious, but I’m really a
marshmallow and just want to say hi!
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Message from

Betsy Carr

House of Delegates - 69th District
Dear Friends,
I hope that you and your loved ones are enjoying the
fall season and looking forward to the holidays coming
up. Since my last update, there have been many
changes in the Virginia political landscape.

scheduling an appointment or sending me an e-mail.
You can reach me at 804-698-1169 and
delegate.carr@betsycarr.org. I look forward to
hearing from you as it helps me serve the 69th
district in the best way possible.
Also, don’t forget that the Capitol is open to the
public. Session begins at noon each day and you are
welcome to sit in the gallery to observe. If you are
unable to attend, you can watch via a livestream at
virginiageneralassembly.gov.
If you ever have any questions or concerns about
the legislative process or getting around Capitol
Square, please let me know.

Results of November Elections
As you most likely know, with the recent election, the
Democrats now hold the majority in both the House of
Delegates and Senate. This is the first time in 25 years
that Democrats have held power in both the
legislature and executive branch. The Woodland
Heights neighborhood experienced several changes in
leadership with Ghazala Hashmi becoming your new
Senator and Stephanie Lynch now representing you on
Richmond’s City Council. Colette McEachin is the City’s
new Commonwealth’s Attorney.
With the new majority, we will see a shift in priorities
during the 2020 session. First the new Speaker of the
House, Eileen Filler-Corn has appointed new
committee chairs and will rearrange some of the
committee assignments to reflect the new majority..
While individually members of the Democratic
Caucus will have priorities across the spectrum, here
are a few policy changes that have been advocated:
● Gun violence prevention
● Protecting voter rights
● Passing ERA
● LGBTQ protections
● Investment in public education

Important Upcoming Events
#BallotBattle: The Social Struggle for Suffrage: In
honor of the 100th anniversary of the 19th
amendment, The Valentine’s new exhibition profiles
different viewpoints from pro- and anti-suffrage
Richmonders. The exhibit runs from November 21, 2019
through September 7, 2020.
Rumors of War at the VMFA: On December 10th at
3:30 p.m., the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts will unveil
its new permanent installation of Kehinde Wiley’s
sculpture entitled Rumors of War at the entrance on
Arthur Ashe Boulevard.

General Assembly Activities
The Appropriations Committee met in Norfolk
recently for their 17th annual retreat. The committee
looked at the 2020 budget outlook including an
overview of Medicaid’s expenditure forecast and
public education re-benchmarking. Additionally, we
learned that Virginia’s economy is becoming more
diverse, which is a good sign as we become less
reliant on our federally-dependent regions. You can
review more information about the committee and its
reports at hac.virginia.gov.

Finally, I would charge those who remain
to remember that a civilization must be
civilized, that civility must be cultivated,
for it is the social glue that holds the
fabric of our society together. Kindness
counts;
good manners can move mountains.
The power of passion and the forces of
energy are always with us and are
necessary elements of ideas and actions,
but it is reason that can guide that
passion and civility that can harness that
energy for the public good.

2020 Legislative Session
Our next legislative session is right around the
corner, beginning on January 8, 2020. The session will
last approximately 60 days and the General Assembly
will be tasked will passing a budget for the next
biennium. As we move toward the new year, please do
not hesitate to let me know about your priorities. You
can do so by either
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“If These Were My Last Words”
As you may have read in the news, former
Governor Gerald Lee Baliles passed away recently. It
was an honor and privilege to know him, a modern
governor who continued to serve our
Commonwealth throughout his life. On New Year’s
Eve in 1993, he delivered a poem called “If These Were
My Last Words” as a result of a retreat assignment
during a Renaissance Weekend in South Carolina. I
encourage you to read it in its entirety, but to quote a
portion of it below:

It is an honor to serve you in the General Assembly.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of
assistance to you. I can be reached at 804-698-1169
or delegate.carr@betsycarr.org
Sincerely,
Betsy
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Local Government Contacts

Parker Agelasto, 5th District Councilmember
804-646-6050
parker.agelasto@richmondgov.com
Dr. Patrick Sapini, 5th District School Board Rep
804-929-6930
psapini@rvaschools.net
Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison
804-646-5724 amy.robins@richmondgov.com

5th District Updates

Richmond Police Department
South of Semmes
Second Precinct - Sector 211
Lt. Lewis Mills - 804-646-8092
Lewis.Mills@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 2nd Precinct
Officer Monica Powell - 804-646-8172
Monica.Powell@richmondgov.com

North of Semmes
Third Precinct - Sector 312
Lt. Brian Prendergast- 804-646-1412
Brian.Prendergast@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 3rd Precinct
Officer Hawkins Wortham- 804-646-1412
Hawkins.Wortham@richmondgov.com
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5th District Updates
Parker’s final 5th district newsletter:
http://bit.ly/ParkerNewsletter

5th District Holiday Party
This year we will once again partner with the
Richmond Department of Social Service Foster
Care unit to collect toys or gift cards for the
families hosting children in foster care. If you can
please bring an unwrapped toy (age 0-18) or gift
card to this event. There is also an amazon link to
ship gift directly to the church where the DSS
Foster Care Family Holiday Party will take place.
Please email Amy.Robins@richmondgov.com or
call 804-646-5724.

Link to sign up for future 5th district
e-newsletters:
https://lp.constantcontact.com/su/NCbSNKq
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What’s Happening in
Woodland Heights?!
February 13

WHCA Meeting

February 21

All submissions for the Winter
2020 WHCA Newsletter due

April 9

WHCA Meeting

June 11

WHCA Meeting

September 10 WHCA Meeting
November 12

WHCA Meeting

Log onto
https://woodlandheightsrva.org/events/
for more information.
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