Carol Buckingham
Some neighborhoods in the US, such as Overlook in
Portland, are taking pride in becoming free of conventional
pesticides/herbicides, using only organic methods. Though
localities cannot legislate to ban lawn chemicals due to
preemption laws at the state level (brought to you by
lobbyists for the chemical companies), areas can choose to
be safe from chemicals with education and voluntary
compliance.
Reading a recent Nextdoor thread, I see that a number
of folks in the neighborhood are aware that even the long
designated "safe" weed killers, like "Roundup" have now
been found to be unsafe and associated with cancer. A
report in Scientific American (6-23-09) noted that an
"inert" ingredient, POEA was "more deadly to human
embryonic, placental, and umbilical cord cells than the
herbicide itself" In July of 2017, the state of California
became the first state to mandate that Roundup have a
label warning that it is known to cause cancer. That
labeling was scheduled to take place this year, but the
manufacturer, Monsanto, has filed an appeal.
As many consumers have become more health and
hazard conscious, the aesthetic of the "perfect lawn" is
becoming an outdated value.
While the desire for a weedfree lawn still exists paired
with current desires for
"green" methods, we have
seen lawn chemical companies
change their names to omit
reference to chemicals (though
they still use them) and insert
words like "green“ and
"natural". There are lawn
services that do use organic-

only methods, but lots of questions need to be asked to
be sure that every ingredient in the mix is truly organic.
We in Woodland Heights are so close to the James
River, Forest Hill Park, have a great farmers' market and
many residents who grow organic gardens. We could
become the perfect model for an organic neighborhood.
What do you think?
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Dear Neighbors,
I would like to thank all the neighbors who have participated in
our community meetings. We have had good turnout, but we would
like to improve participation, not only at the meetings, but also on
the different committees. Ours is a real neighborhood of streets and
homes and parks; we encourage our neighbors to participate in
person at our meetings or committees, and not only virtually,
through the different groups available online. Those venues are good
for promoting events, but we prefer open, fact-to-face dialogue so we
can work together. Having a greater commitment from you will allow
us to plan activities that create a stronger neighborhood. We are
aware that you are all busy-- most of the officers have jobs and
families on top of being part of the neighborhood association. If you
care like we do, please show up and help us. It won’t take too much
of your time. We look for neighbors who, more than following a
particular local issue, are ready to help and work on anything.
We hosted our Neighborhood Yard Sale in the month of June, and
I would like to thank our neighbor Bryson Lefmann, who
masterminded this year’s successful event. We would like to host
another before the end of the year; for this we need a volunteer
neighbor who can help us with planning.
As we have done previous years, we are sponsoring the summer’s
monthly Music in the Park at Forest Hill Park. If you attend, please
remember that the event takes place in a public park, where drinking
alcoholic beverages is prohibited. Bring family, pets, a blanket, and
settle in for a chance to experience the pleasure of our community
spending time together!
Since Semmes Avenue is being patched, we might get the bicycle
lane installed before winter arrives. If you have any opinions on how
Semmes is looking after the asphalt is applied to particular places, or
if you think that the whole avenue should get a new coat of asphalt,
come to our neighborhood meetings and we can work together to
discuss our options.
Finally, as a friendly reminder, please look after your personal
belongings and do not leave them in your cars; this will help us to
prevent theft. Also, look out for packages that are due to be delivered
to your porch, since we are experiencing some of these disappearing.
If you are traveling, you may wish to notify the police so they can
patrol the neighborhood. If you are interested in this option, go to
their webpage and fill out the relevant form, or contact your local
precinct for more information.
Enjoy your summer, stay cool and hydrated, and we hope to see
you at the park!
2

Eugenie Valentine
In a world that’s increasingly dominated by chains and
sameness, where humans are craving local roots and
spaces to connect and collaborate, The Canvas Collection
combines world class management with locally owned
products to create alternative venues to host corporate
meetings and private events.
Each location characterized by local ownership, offbeat
locations, de-emphasized technology, relaxed décor and
local support vendors. And it all started here in the
Woodland Heights neighborhood!
The four founding partners had rafts of experience in
the events world. From hosting leadership retreats and
moderating summits to speaking at events and attending
board meetings it was increasingly noticeable that the
venues for these events were becoming more and more
generic and less and less inspiring. Digital distractions
were overshadowing content and outcomes of the
meetings were becoming unclear.
Today we’ve reached a point where a meeting held at a
hotel in Athens, Georgia is barely distinguishable from a
meeting held in Athens, Greece. It is time to do better.
The first location in the collection launched in May of
this year, The House. This space is located at 3108 Semmes
Avenue. Formerly a retail storefront in the 1980s, the
partners worked with the owner to rip out the detritus,
pull down the ceilings, and restore the concrete floors
before refurnishing and relaunching the space.
The House has lounge-style seating with large, round
bamboo coffee tables, soft lighting, boucherouite rugs, and
art on the walls that showcases the beauty of the City of
Richmond including photography from Diego Valdez and a
print map of the city from Studio Two Three. In the
corner, you will find a breakout table for six surrounded by
dry erase boards and hanging butcher block paper perfect
for a working session. Out back you will see plenty of
parking as well as a courtyard guarded by a custom-made
iron fence built by Richmond artist Keith Ramsey and two
picnic tables in the shade. Ideal for a lunch break on a nice
day.
The House is perfect for leadership retreats,
workshops, board meetings, team off- sites and community
events. We’re two minutes from the entrance to the James

River Park System, allowing guests to “walk-and-talk” and have
a range of itineraries, some that include lunch or drinks at the
amazing Trailside Treehouse after a two-mile hike from The
House along the Buttermilk Trail.
The House is located just across the Manchester Bridge, five
minutes from downtown Richmond, and a short three blocks
Laura Lee’s Restaurant, WPA Bakery and Crossroads Coffee.
Their second location is currently under renovation and the
group is in collaboration with partners over an expected third
location in the Museum District. They welcome outreach from
local property owners seeking to bring new life to redundant
properties.
If you want to book a Canvas space visit
www.meetatcanvas.com and click book now, call
(804) 601-8886, or email contact@canvas.com.
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A community group is defined as any non-profit
organization, public school, private school, house of
worship, or volunteer group that cares for spaces such
as public parks. Properties must be in the City of
Richmond. The group must complete an
application. Application found here.:
http://richmondtreestewards.org/projects/communityroots/community-groups-trees/
A certified Tree Steward will contact and meet with
the applicant on site to discuss the project. Applicants
will be notified soon after the application deadline in
August if their project can be funded.
Applicants whose projects are accepted will:
•
Work with their Tree Steward contact to arrange a
date for the planting.
•
Organize the planting and recruit volunteers.
•
Obtain supplies – mulch, tools, etc.
•
Ensure that trees are watered during the first two
growing seasons.
Tree Stewards will:
Assist with selecting species
appropriate to your site.
Provide guidance for proper
planting and care.
Provide trees for projects that are
approved.
Provide a checklist for planning
your project.
Be with you on planting day.

Phase two of this plan is to obtain more feedback on
the five themes that emerged during phase one:
1. Recruit and retain talented educators.
2. Provide rich and exciting instruction.
3. Improve school infrastructure and operations.
4. Ensure safe and positive school culture.
5. Authentically engage families and communities.
Each School Board Member is hosting one
community meeting and we want to make sure you are
invited. The 5th district meeting is Monday, July 9th at
5:00 PM at Cary Elementary School. In addition, we
hope you can share this important opportunity with
your constituents.
For information on all the sessions and how to
engage through the website, please visit our strategic
planning web page.
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Wilhelmina Murphy
1.The meeting was called to order by President, Gustavo
Angeles.
2.Minutes of the 10 April, 2018 minutes were distributed
and approved.
3.Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison to City Council, gave
the 5th District update:
a.The adult home on 31st St was purchased from the city
in a tax auction. The owner’s agent has briefly met with
the 5th District office, but at this time has not presented
plans for the property. The agent was informed by
someone from the planning office that the wings are in
poor condition. Opinions expressed by neighbors in the
meeting are that there is widespread neighborhood
opposition to an SUP or zone change.
b.Amy reported that Parker Agelasto has sent a $600
contribution to WHCA to be used as $400 for Music in
the Park and $200 for a project of the Association’s
choice.
c.RVA 311, to be found on the City webpage, is going to
be available for reporting things that need repair or
attention by the city. This includes such things as:
potholes, storm drain blockage, sidewalk repairs, street
trees that need attention, sink holes, etc. Amy states that
you put in information, get a reference number and an
email confirmation.
d.The Mayor’s 5th district meeting will be held on
Tuesday, 17 July, 6:30 PM at Randolph Community
Center. This is a great opportunity to meet the mayor
and give feedback about things that have an impact on
Woodland Heights.
e.5th District meetings of interest: 5th District Meeting
Thursday, 16 August, 6:45 at Binford Middle School,
1701 Floyd Avenue; Woodland Heights Volunteer
Cleanup Oct 20 at 9AM Carter Jones Park. This will
involve planting the trees gotten through a grant from
the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay; 5th District Meeting
Oct. 25 at 6:45 at Patrick Henry School.
f.The city is moving forward with a Smart Scale grant to
purchase the abandoned CSX tracks that run throughout
Southside for a walking trail. You can review the original
plans by googling the James River Branch Rails Trails.
The first phase will be the western trails. We will know
later this year if the grant was accepted.

g. It appears that part one of the two-part grant that the
city applied for to improve traffic in the area of the
Semmes, Dundee, Forest Hill Aves and W 34th Street has
been approved but the funds not yet assigned. This will
involve a new stoplight and improving the crosswalks in
the area. City Staff will come back out to present to the
community and collect feedback.
a.Lucky’s Gas Station site is up for purchase. It will likely
be another gas station but the city would like for it to be of
a more urban gas station design.
b.Two graves were discovered at the Perry Street
development site. The plan had to be reworked. The plan
now is for 24 duplexes which will be for sale to people
with incomes of up to 80% of median income for the area.
These homes will be street-facing as opposed to the more
suburban throughout style design previously submitted.
Plans for the warehouse site on Semmes near Cowardin
Avenue have been submitted to the city. This will involve
building 106 attached townhomes for home ownership
and commercial space closer to the Lucky’s gas station.
Rental units are planned for above the. retail space (19,000
sq. feet). The developer will be coming back to the
neighborhood once the city provides comments.
k. The property on the west side of Cowardin at Riverside
drive has been rezoned to riverfront zoning. The
developer is planning to include 1.5 parking spaces per
unit in response to neighbors’ concerns about parking
congestion in the area. This property goes to closing in the
fall.
l. Regarding concerns about city owned property being
sold by unsolicited bid, Amy said that Councilman Parker
Agelasto submitted a paper requiring that the city to go
through a process in which any unsolicited bid for city
property must prompt competitive bidding for the
property.
m. The City Master Plan is being developed now. Amy
strongly encouraged neighbors to become involved in this
process. Earnest White spoke about his role on the
Southside Revitalization Committee, saying that the
committee is focusing primarily on the Midlothian
Turnpike and Jefferson Davis Hwy areas. You can learn
more by visiting www.richmond300.com.

(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5)
n. On lot splitting, if the division process does not meet
current zoning, SUP or zoning application will be
probably be required.
o. The GRTC bus routes will change Sunday, June24.
During the first week of the new routes, riding will be
free. Buses will no longer run on Roanoke Ave and
instead will run down W 26th Street from Bainbridge to
Semmes.
p. The Administration is currently working on a paper
regarding short term rentals within the city. Currently
short-term rentals (such as Airbnb) are not allowed and
the city is missing out on the taxes it would receive if
licenses were required.
4. Amy Robins gave a summary of the Safety Committee
meeting. She invited neighbors to consider joining the
Safety Walks during which neighbors combine walking
and evaluating safety issues in the neighborhood such as
missing stop signs, clogged storm gutters. Half of the
neighborhood has been walked and requests for repairs
have been submitted to the City. Dates for the remaining
3 walks will be announced and a checklist will be
provided to walkers. Another project the committee is
considering is to get some signs produced that encourage
people to slow down as they travel through the
neighborhood, and distribute them to residents who
would like to have one to post.
5. Malcolm Parks gave an update on the Neighborhood
and Watch. A Neighborhood Watch Block Captain meeting
is planned for July 17 at Woodland Heights Baptist
Church at 7 PM. Malcolm also reported the recent crime
statistics (an increase in property crimes) for Woodland
Heights. If you would like to volunteer, you may contact
Malcolm or Julie Samitt at
woodlandheightswatch@yahoo.com.
6.Gustavo Angeles reminded the meeting that the
membership fee ($15 per household) is due each year on
January 1 so if you have not paid in 2018, you may do so
by check or online at the WHCA website,
woodlandheightsrva.org.
7.Gustavo cited the need for more neighbors to become
involved in WHCA, as only a small percent of residents
participate. Two WHCA officers will need to be replaced,
so volunteers are being sought for those positions. A
volunteer is also needed to lead the autumn yard-sale.

Gustavo thanked Bryson Lefmann for planning the
Spring sale. It was suggested that some neighbors might
not understand the purpose of WHCA and the ways in
which it benefits the neighborhood. An article in the
newsletter might be helpful.
4.Dawn Ward provided an update for the Website,
woodlandheightsrva.org . She encouraged members to
send information of interest to her for posting at the
website address. Dawn also spoke for Emily McMillen
who is producing the newsletter. July 1st is the deadline
for newsletter articles to be submitted to Emily. They
can be sent to her at editor@woodlangheightsrva.org.
Dawn pointed out that both she and Emily responded
to a request for volunteers recently and she encouraged
others to volunteer and also to speak to neighbors
about what WHCA does for the neighborhood. In
addition to being distributed to homes, the newsletter
may be found on the website.
5.Gustavo Angeles pointed out that WHCA’s current
regular meeting date of 2nd Tuesdays conflicts twice a
year with election-day. Suggestions for a new regular
date were requested. The preferred dates were 2nd
Thursdays, with the backup date being 3rd Tuesdays.
Wilhelmina Bourne will make a request to Woodland
Heights Baptist to change the date.
6.The door-prize drawing was held.
7.The meeting was adjourned.
8.The date of the next meeting will be announced on
Nextdoor, Facebook, in the newsletter and at
woodlandheightsrva.org
Interested in donating Door Prizes for future WHCA
Meetings? Want to provide refreshments for the
Association?
Contact Wilhelmina at
secretary@woodlandheightsrva.org
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GRTC has teamed up with the City of Richmond to
rework our area's transit system - and the result will
mean faster, more consistent service throughout the
day! Additionally, GRTC and Henrico County are
collaborating on route tweaks for routes in the County.
Your New GRTC lays the groundwork for us to keep
serving this vibrant, growing region.
Daytime Map:

Nights & Sundays Map:

http://ridegrtc.com/statisticsreports/projects-plans/your-new-grtctransit-system

RVA311 is the City of Richmond's Citizen
Self Service Portal! This tool is designed
to improve our service delivery efforts as
well as our citizen engagement by
providing citizens a way to REPORT NONEMERGENCY INCIDENTS and SERVICE
REQUESTS to City agencies.

Wilhelmina Murphy
When the Safety Committee met on June 20th, the
problem of cars speeding through the neighborhood was
discussed again. One potential solution the committee
considered is to have some signs made to remind drivers
to slow down. These signs would be made available to
residents in problem areas who would like to post them
on their property. Members will be researching what
kinds of signs might be most effective and looking into the
cost of having sign printed.
Members of the Safety committee are pleased to
announce that we are starting to see results from the
Neighborhood Walks that have been taking place.
Community volunteers have walked three of the six
walking-zones in Woodland Heights. Walkers noted items
which needed to be reported to the city for attention or
repair and reported these problems to the city though
RVA311. Problems have included, among other things,
clogged storm sewers, broken or dangerous sidewalks,
missing street signs, potholes and missing manhole
covers. Already, some storm sewers have been cleaned,
some potholes filled, a missing gas-line cover on
Stonewall Avenue has been replaced (after many months)
and a stop sign placed at the Chesterfield/W 32nd Street
intersection where previously no sign existed. We
anticipate that the yield sign at Chesterfield and W 31st
will be replaced with a stop sign. This is a promising
beginning!
Help us to keep the neighborhood safety momentum
going by joining us on one of the three remaining walks.
These are planned for Saturday, July 14, Sunday July 15
and Sunday July 22, all at 9 AM before the day gets hot.
When several people volunteer, the walks don’t take long,
just 45 minutes or so. The data can be entered into
RVA311 in the air-conditioned comfort of our homes.
Locations and meeting places for each walk will be made
announced on Nextdoor, the Woodland Heights Facebook
page and the website, woodlandheightsrva.org. Or you
may message me for information through Nextdoor. 8

Jim Donohue
Downsizing? Upsizing? Ready for something different? So
you've decided it's time to sell your house. You couldn't
have picked a better time. House prices have recovered from
the recession and have in some areas surpassed prerecession prices. Mortgage interest rates are at historic lows.
Unemployment is down and wages are increasing. Many
listings are getting multiple offers and above asking price.
Buyers are falling out of the trees.
What could be wrong with the above scenario. Unless
you're moving to a rental you're also going to be a buyer. If
you already own a house you could be at a disadvantage
with buyers who don't have a house to sell.
However, there are ways to deal with this without making
you homeless. If you're sitting on enough
available cash to buy your next house, you don't have to
worry about it.
First step is to contact your neighborhood realtor. This is
where I come in. Have an agent like me come over and
check out your home and make suggestions to get your
house ready to go on the market. Next ask the agent to do a
Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) on your house. The
CMA reviews the neighborhood for houses on the market,
houses under contract and houses that have already sold.
Now the price range for your house can be determined.
In the good old days, when it took months to buy a
house, you could write a contract contingent on the sale
your house and before you closed on the next one. This is
referred to as a Right of First Refusal contract. The seller will
continue to market their property. If they get a better offer,
you'll usually have 24 hours to perform or the other buyer
gets the house. Since we're in a sellers market, very few
sellers
will consider this type of contract. There are plenty of eager
and qualified buyers in the market who
don't have a house to sell. However, this may work on a
listing that's been on the market awhile.
You could put your house on the market and sell it.
Selling your house is not going to be difficult if it's
reasonably priced right. If you have a non-contingent
contract on your house, you could make an offer on the

next house subject to the settlement of your house. Seller
will still expect a lender approval letter which is subject to
selling your house. This may work. However, any offers that
are contingent on selling your house are not looked on
favorably in this market.
Well now what do we do? I can sell my house but I can't
buy another one. There is another option depending on
whether you can get approved for another mortgage to
purchase your next house. You still have a mortgage on your
home. So now you have two mortgages. This may sound
financially
irresponsible and reckless. It's not. However, as long as you
can still sleep at night and not have a nervous breakdown,
you can do this. Understand that not everyone can qualify
for two mortgages at the same time. Strategizing your
options should be discussed with an experienced mortgage
professional at the beginning of the process. I can refer you
to some excellent local lenders.
Now your house is ready to go on the marl<et but we're
not going to do that yet. It's time to see what's on the
market. You should be looking at houses with your agent
and going to open houses so you know what the market is

(continued on page 15)
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Braden Govoni
Richmond is the kind of city that you can live in for
almost 20 years and still learn new things about.
A few weeks back while working on a route for an
upcoming group bicycle ride I stumbled across one of the
many Civil War battlefield parks peppered around the
greater metropolitan area. Along the south bank of the
James River, just a bit south of the 895 bridge is Drewry’s
Bluff. At the time I was unable to stop but made plans to
return a few days later to take a look around.
That weekend I loaded up my daughter Elsa and drove
back down to the park. Despite being adjacent to both
highways and some rather large industrial and commercial
areas the park itself was quiet. We parked in the shady lot
and began to walk down the trail. I had plenty of time and
no idea what to expect. The trail dips into the woods and
downhill to a small creek crossing before ascending back
up to the bluff. After a gentle bend, the trail opens into the
ruins of Fort Darling.
To be honest, the initial view of the park took me back.
Trees had returned to most of the fort and time had worn
down the walls. The mature oak trees filtered the early fall
sunlight and gave a sense of timeless peace that belied the
violent history of the fort. Without knowing the actual
history it would be difficult to at first know how ancient
these ruins actually worked.
My calm was broken as Elsa took off running into the
fort.
We spent the next hour wandering the around the fort
grounds. At the southernmost edge along the river, one of
the canons remained. Still pointing towards the river as it
had when the one and only river bound assault on
Richmond by the Union forces was dramatically repelled.
The view of the James is one of the best I have
experienced. Unlike many of the more familiar views, this
one benefits from being far above the river’s surface. We
lingered and watched small boats move up and down the
river and listened to birdsong. Elsa collected acorns while I
read about the battle that happened here.
Eventually, we moved back towards the trail and slowly
walked back through the forest to the parking lot. We
heard a pileated woodpecker and saw frogs in the creek.
We passed a lush meadow teeming with the din of
grasshoppers and crickets.

Reluctantly, we climbed back into the car and went
about the rest of our day’s business.
If you’re looking for a quiet place for a picnic or just
somewhere to take a quiet walk to clear the head this park
is a good one. Do yourself a favor and check it out.
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Susan Kennedy Spain

as of June 26, 2018
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the Prepaid529 investments should not be transferred, there
were recommendations for strengthening the investment
management structure. At the June JLARC meeting, some
legislators pointed to recommendations in the JLARC report
and advocated reduction of the Prepaid529 “pricing reserve”
fee from 10% to 7%.

Remembering Martin Luther King, Jr. in Virginia
It is an honor to serve on the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Commission. The Commission is currently working on a
number of projects that will help preserve the legacy of Dr.
King. Through a series of roundtables held in each of the
communities that he visited in Virginia, community leaders,
educators, historians, and others are examining Dr. King’s
question, “Where do we go from here?” I have had the
opportunity to sit in on all of the community roundtables and
found each of them to be meaningful and thought-provoking.
Most recently, at the First Baptist Church in Williamsburg, I
enjoyed discussion on the “radical King” as described by
historian, Dr. Robert Vinson. He emphasized the way King
advocated for change along with racial equality by campaigning
for the end of the Vietnam war and supporting a sanitation
workers’ strike.
There is so much for us to remember and learn from the
great Dr. King. If you are able, please join us at the next
roundtable on July 11 at the High Street Baptist Church in
Danville from 6 to 8 p.m. or view it live (and find the archived
videos from Charlottesville, Richmond, Farmville and
Williamsburg) by searching @VAMLKCommission on
Committees & Commissions
The Joint Legislative Audit & Review Commission ( JLARC), Facebook. You can also learn more about the Commission’s
activities and donate to support the construction of the
of which I am a member, has released a comprehensive
“Emancipation Proclamation and Freedom Monument” at
reference guide, “Virginia Compared to the Other States.” If
http://mlkcommission.dls.virginia.gov/
you are interested in how our Commonwealth compares in
In a similar vein, during the 2018 legislative session, I
terms of population, economy, education, taxes, employment,
introduced HJR86, which commemorates the 150th
and more, this is a great place to start learning. Visit
anniversary of the passage of the Fourteenth Amendment to
jlarc.virginia.gov for more information.
the United States Constitution. On July 9, 1868, the Fourteenth
Additionally, JLARC released a report of the Virginia
Amendment was ratified granting citizenship to “all persons
College Savings Plan ( Virginia529), which administers a
prepaid tuition program, two education savings programs, and born or naturalized in the United States” and requiring equal
a disability savings program. This is the largest 529 savings plan protection under the law for all persons within states’
jurisdiction. This marks a significant victory in a centuries-long
in the country, with $69.1 billion in assets and a 21 percent
fight for freedom. It is my hope that this commemorative
share of the national market as of March 31, 2018. In 2017,
JLARC staff were asked to review the investment management resolution, along with the evolving festivities to honor the
400th anniversary of the first Africans’ arrival in Jamestown
structure of Virginia529’s Prepaid529 fund and determine
(1619), will help others remember, acknowledge, and learn
whether there are other ways to more efficiently manage the
from our nation’s history of enslaving people of color as well
fund, for instance, assigning it to the Virginia Retirement
as restricting their educational, economic, and social rights so
System or the Department of Treasury. JLARC’s report found
that history is not repeated.
that while
Dear Friends,
It is with great pleasure and honor that I write to tell you (as
I am sure you have read in the news) that the General
Assembly passed the budget, which included Medicaid
expansion, and was signed by Governor Northam on Thursday,
June 7, 2018.
After five years of advocacy from many constituents in the
69th district and across the Commonwealth, I am proud to
have been a part of the process that brings much needed
healthcare coverage to more than 300,000 Virginians, effective
January 1, 2019. In the 69th district alone, according to the
Commonwealth Institute, 6,400 individuals will be positively
impacted by this expansion. This action makes Virginia the
33rd state, along with Washington, D.C., to include expanded
healthcare coverage under the Affordable Care Act.
Thank you for your patience and diligence on this crucial
issue.
Along with Medicaid expansion, the two-year, $117 billion
budget includes raises for state employees and teachers and
addresses capacity issues at mental health facilities.

(continued on12
page 11)

Check out what’s sold in the Woodland Heights
Neighborhood over the past couple of months.

Address

Beds Bath

507 W 19th ST
100 W 29th ST
3001 Semmes
3007 Forest Hill
403 W 29th ST
612 W 20th ST
704 W 24th ST
314 W 29th ST
708 W 33rd ST
401 W 34th ST
518 W 26th ST
605 W 25th ST

3
3
2
4
2
3
4
3
3
4
3
4

1.1
2
1.1
2
1
2
1.1
1.1
1.1
2
2
2

Thanks to Bryson Lefmann of One South Realty
Group, LLC for compiling the following information
about recent sales in Woodland Heights.

Sq.ft.

List Price

Sales Price

1,596
1,296
1,176
1,532
1,133
1,608
1,804
1,440
1,426
1,707
2,772
1,820

$140,000
$147,000
$205,000
$228,500
$239,000
$262,900
$269,900
$274,950
$289,950
$294,000
$349,950
$375,000

$135,500
$155,000
$205,000
$230,000
$255,750
$263,000
$259,900
$295,000
$306,000
$296,000
$380,000
$380,000

(continued from page 10)
Keeping Our Children Safe
Sadly, the United States has continued to suffer mass
shootings in public places, such as our schools. After the
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in
Florida this past February, we have witnessed students and
adults coming together to advocate for stronger gun
control. In response, the Virginia House Democratic
caucus established the “Safe Virginia Initiative” Task Force,
a working group focused on developing policy initiatives
that will reduce gun violence in Virginia. The group, led by
Delegates Eileen Filler-Corn and Kathleen Murphy, is
organizing events between May and October of this year
throughout Virginia and will include public input.

Days on
Market
3
4
0
5
4
13
9
2
4
3
5
4

Price per
sqft.
$84.90
$119.60
$174.32
$150.13
$225.73
$163.56
$144.07
$204.86
$214.59
$173.40
$137.09
$208.79

Sales Date
01/22/2018
06/22/2018
04/27/2018
05/31/2018
05/10/2018
06/04/2018
06/08/2018
05/23/2018
03/27/2018
05/25/2018
06/25/2018
04/30/2018

It is an honor and privilege to serve in the House of
Delegates. Please never hesitate to contact me if I can be of
assistance to you. You can call my office at 804-698-1169 or
email at delegate.carr@betsycarr.org
Sincerely,
Betsy

Explore and Learn Virginia History
You can be a tourist in our own town this summer by
using the Virginia History Trails App presented by
American Evolution. The Virginia History Trails app, a
customized digital platform, is great tool for exploring
Virginia history without having to leave your hometown.
The app features 20 trails and 400 stories from all across
Virginia. You can download the Virginia History Trails app
on Google Play or App Store.
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Frannie Noble
While I consider myself a confident adult with some
good life skills, keeping plants alive was, until recently,
not one of them. I moved eight times in the last five
years and the only plant that successfully survived even
a portion of those transitions was an aloe plant that
didn’t mind going ignored and unwatered for weeks at
a time. Under my watch lemon grass failed to thrive
and I may have been the only person for whom buying
basil to cook with was more efficient than growing my
own.
Despite this track record I happily signed up for a
plot in the McDonough Community Garden through
Beautiful RVA. Duron Chavis, the garden founder and
the Community Engagement Coordinator at Lewis
Ginter Botanical Gardens, got me set up with a plot
and some encouragement.
For those who know the neighborhood you may
have passed by the garden at the intersection of
McDonough and Forest Hill. The garden is now six
years old and the resources there increase each year.

There is now running water, active composting, a bee hive
and lots of tools like stakes, shovels and a
wheelbarrow. For someone coming from seven blocks
away, often by foot, this is a fantastic set up and allowed me
to get tomato, cucumber and delicate squash plants into a
plot quite easily.
Over the last two months I’ve found the garden to be a
surprising source of joy. Not only are my plants thriving, but
they grow and change every day, providing a constant
source of positive feedback for a newbie like myself. In May,
I found some hardy tomato plants still growing from last
summer and with minimal care they’re thriving. In June, I
happily discovered asparagus still growing shoots, when I
had thought it was only an early spring vegetable. July has
brought my first cherry tomato and cucumber harvest.
While a 4x6 plot can be an independent endeavor,
McDonough has introduced me to more people in the
community. There’s always the possibility of crossing paths
with a fellow gardener and neighbor, and there are also
structured volunteer days. June 23rd Duron hosted a work
day where eight adults and a handful of kids showed up to

(continued on page 15)
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(continued from page 14)
help. It was amazing to see how much could be done by a
small group. We tackled massive weeds, distributed
compost, rebuilt garden bed frames and filled empty beds
with a collection of onion, tomato, pepper and potato
seedlings. A week later the Richmond Tool Bank came to
build new compost bins and picnic tables. The garden
community continues to grow; this year the garden is
collaborating with Laura Lee’s to provide fresh produce in
exchange for compost material.
I hope you’ll take some time this summer to come by
the garden and see what’s happening. Check out the basil
in plot 13 – it’s proof that even fledging gardeners like
myself can thrive with the support of a community.

Nearly 25 households in the Woodland Heights and
Forest Hill neighborhoods participated in our Annual
Community Yard Sale on June 2nd. Participating
households had current WHCA or FHNA memberships,
including 8 homes in Woodland Heights! There was no
cost for members to participate in the yard sale, and
households kept all money earned from their sales.
Bryson Lefmann and Kathy Graham, volunteer
organizers from the Woodland Heights Civic Association,
and volunteers from the Forest Hill Neighborhood
Association planned the same day yard sales. Organizers
provided neighborhood maps to participating households,
promoted the yard sales in the Richmond Times-Dispatch
and on CraigsList, Facebook, and Nextdoor, and placed
signs in the neighborhoods to promote the community
effort.
Events like our community
yard sale are a great way to
get involved in the WHCA!
We’d like to keep up the
annual spring tradition and
see if there’s any interest in
hosting a fall yard sale. Join
our next WHCA meeting or
visit woodlandheightsrva.org
and sign up to volunteer in
our community.

(continued from page 9)
like. When you find the next house, you'll have to pounce on
it and make an offer. The really good listings are selling on
the first day. This means you can't go home and sleep on it
since another buyer may grab it. Here's where being
approved for two mortgages comes into play. One of the first
questions the seller's agent is going to ask your agent is ,
"Does your buyer have a house to
sell?". Your agent will say they have a house but are approved
for a mortgage that does not require them to sell their house
first. Your agent will attach a copy of a letter to your contract
from your lender confirming this. Since you listened to your
agent and made a great offer, the seller accepts your offer
which beat the others.
Now we put your house on the market immediately and
sell it. We make the closing date on your house before the
closing date on the next house. If we do this, you will only
have one mortgage at a time to deal with. Also, don't forget
to put a rent back clause in your buyer's contract. A rent back
clause means you will still occupy the first house for a set
period of time after closing. This is usually less than a week.
This will give you time after both closings to move into the
next house.
Congratulations you have managed to sell/buy in a very
competitive market.
Jim Donohue has been a Hills and Heights resident for 35
years and has been selling real estate for 23 years. He's a
Realtor with Long & Foster. If you're thinking of selling or
buying a home, call Jim for a free Consultation and a
Comparative Market Analysis. (H)804-233-4685, (C)804-2184685, jim.donohue@lnf.com
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• Parker Agelasto, 5th District Councilmember
804-646-6050 parker.agelasto@richmondgov.com
• Dr. Patrick Sapani, 5th District School Board Rep
804-929-6930 psapini@rvaschools.net
• Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison
804-646-5724 amy.robins@richmondgov.com
South of Semmes
Second Precinct - Sector 211 –
Lt. Kelly O'Connell - 804-646-8092
Kelly.OConnell@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 2nd Precinct
Officer Monica Powell - 804-646-8172
Monica.Powell@richmondgov.com
North of Semmes
Third Precinct - Sector 312
Lt. Harold Giles - 804-646-1412
Harold.Giles@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 3rd Precinct
Officer Hawkins Wortham- 804-646-1412

Hawkins.Wortham@richmondgov.com

•August 16, 2018 6:45pm
Location: Binford Middle School
•Thursday, October 25, 2018 6:45pm
Location: Patrick Henry School of Science & Arts
• Thursday, December 13, 2018 6:30pm
Holiday Party

Location: Woodland Heights Baptist Church
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