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Area Development Spurred
on by Rezoning in
Manchester
Bryson Lefmann
Manchester, infamously known as
Dogtown, continues to see development and
it's heading westward. This new growth is
led Michael Hild, Charlie Westbrook, and
other individuals who have invested serious
financial capital and energy into the area.
But this investment is a slight shift from
past development and focuses on the
section of Manchester anchored by Hull
Street between Cowardin and Commerce.
As development pushes westward along
Hull Street there are strong indicators it
will continue through and past our
neighborhood.
Justin Sledd, a commercial real estate
agent at One South Realty Group, says
"the recently approved B5 rezoning along
Hull street, which allows for taller buildings,
is causing property owners to re-think the
current use of their space. The desire of
developers to preserve so many of the cool
old buildings is requiring some creative
thinking." Developers want to balance the
preservation of historic property while
adding new height. Sledd has managed
property in the area and has sold several
properties along Hull Street recently.
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Sharing the hope of many in our
neighborhood that the development will be
beneficial, Sledd notes, "it will result in more
commercial occupants and hopefully things
like grocery stores will be more enticed to
fill upcoming vacancies."

(Continued on page 6)
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Communication: OPEN!
We need you! Come to the June 14th
meeting & get involved in your amazing
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Riverside News reaches
over 800 households!
Consider advertising your
local business with us!
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Letter from the President
Dear Neighbors,
Another beautiful spring has arrived in Woodland
Heights. As you may remember, Woodland Heights
Neighborhood Association membership fees are due at
the beginning of the year. Last year our Vice President
helped collecting dues. This year, we implemented an
online payment option; residents can use PayPal on our
website: www.woodlandheightsrva.org, or they can mail
checks to our P.O. Box.
Knowing that traffic is a concern for some of our
neighbors, I would like to propose that neighbors who park
their cars on the street leave between two and three
car lengths between their vehicles and the street
corners. This will help with visibility for pedestrians,
cyclists and drivers at the intersections, and will help
when two cars meet on the same road, especially on the
streets that lead to Semmes Ave.
Summer is on the way, and plants have started
growing. Please keep plants inside gardens and away
from our sidewalks, to facilitate their usage. Let’s make
our neighborhood a more pleasant place to walk, run, and
ride.
As usual, we encourage you to help us by
participating in any of the committees. Without your
involvement we cannot run any of the events that help us
to integrate our neighborhood. We have a new Vice
President, Vaughn Garland, who was elected in our
February meeting. I would like to thank Susan Martin for
her services as Treasurer for the last two years. I also
thank the continuing officers, Susan Spain in her new role
as Treasurer, and Wilhelmina Bourne as Secretary.
I would like you to start thinking about elections for
new officers; we meet five times per year, so for our
September meeting we would like to have the candidates
ready, in order hold elections at our November meeting. I
would like to replace 2 officers this year. It is really
important to rotate the officers; we do not want to call
upon the same people for four or even six years. New
officers will keep the association and its members much
more active.
Enjoy the warmer weather, and see you on the
streets!
Gustavo Angeles
2

May 2018

3

Neighborhood Watch
in Woodland Heights
Malcom Parks
In February, over sixty concerned
neighbors came together to explore the
potential for Woodland Heights to revitalize
a Neighborhood Watch Program with a
personality specific to our community. In
the remote past, there have been some
efforts to have an effective Neighborhood
Watch program, but in recent years,
Woodland Heights has gone without the
benefits that Neighborhood Watch can
offer.
At the first meeting, the sense of the
group was that the overarching goals of
the Program would be to improve the
quality of residents’ lives, to participate in
preventing crime in our neighborhood, and
to realize a greater sense of security,
responsibility and personal control over our
homes. It was agreed that none of this will
be possible without developing a greater
sense of community in Woodland Heights,
and working on that goal will be a
significant component of the Program’s
plan.
Woodland Heights is recognized as
being a vibrant, diverse, urban community,
which is one of its greatest attractions.
The Neighborhood Watch Program
recognizes the need to foster and
encourage this virtue by focusing on
community-building, on looking out for the
welfare of our neighbors, and on
developing effective communication among
our residents and with the police in
appropriate situations.,
May 2018

The emphasis of Woodland Heights’
program is not planned to involve patrols
or interventions which many feel would be
inconsistent with the welcoming quality
that characterizes our community.
The Watch program has heard from
Police Department representatives at
several meetings, and received an update
on crime statistics and trends in the area.
There was a report concerning some
recent arrests following a number of
complaints and a theft from the Patrick
Henry School. At the meeting, there
were suggestion about the best way for
residents to report suspicious activity, and
how best to communicate that to their
neighbors. It has been decided that the
Program needs Block Captains for the
purpose of initiating first-hand contact
with as many residents as possible, and a
list of goals for Block Captains has been
drafted. About twenty of our neighbors
have offered to be Block Captains, but
Woodland Heights is a big area and more
volunteers are needed!
At this time, the Woodland Heights
Neighborhood Watch program has nearly
70 members who share a desire to make
the community a better place. The Watch
Program has plans to make available free
advice to folks who are interested in
acquiring or upgrading a security system,
and the Program’s Block Captains will be
introducing themselves. With the
Woodland Height Neighborhood Watch
coordinating the efforts of the residents
of the community, everyone can have a
safer and more secure home.
Those who are interested in joining
the Woodland Heights Neighborhood Watch
can email:
4
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Come Walking With Us
The WHCA Safety Committee
The Woodland Height Civic Association
Safety Committee met on March 28th and
identified a number of safety and health
concerns that might need to be remedied.
Some of these are: Traffic concerns, road
signs, broken sidewalks, clogged storm
drains, unsafe street trees, park safety,
street-lighting and alley issues.
The Safety Committee is organizing a
series of walks to identify problems in our
area and report them to the City for repair.
The committee has broken the
neighborhood into Six Zones to help divide
up the work. The first walk took place on
Saturday, May 5, between 10 and 11 AM
starting at W. 29th and Bainbridge at Carter
Jones Park. We will document concerns
then enter them into RVA311. You can help
with walking/documenting or entering.
Subsequent walks will focus on other areas
of Woodland Heights and will be announced
on Nextdoor and Facebook Woodland Heights
pages.
Come out and join us for these walks.
You can get some exercise, visit with
neighbors and help make Woodland Heights
a safer community!
May 2018

Looking to volunteer in a
meaningful way?
Patrick Henry School of
Science and Arts is looking
for new board members
with experience in public
accounting, law, or
construction
engineering/facility
management.
If you or someone you know is interested,
please reach out to Cezar Carvalhaes
at cezar.carvalhaes@patrickhenrycharter.org.
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(Continued from page 1)
A grocery store has been a has been
much sought after from those in and
neighboring Manchester.
The last WHCA meeting included
fervent discussion about the fate of 3101
Porter Street. The property was used as
an assisted living facility for years and is
currently vacant. Its nearly 20,000 square
feet of commercial space is a major
source of concern for our community. A
city official spoke at the meeting and
discussed the requirement
fora new special use permit to be issued
to whoever purchases the building at
auction. The special use permit must be
issued by the city's Department of
Development and Planning Review and will
add additional restraints to the type, size,
and design of the property.
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Assessed at just over 1 million dollars, it
will be a potentially large under taking for
a developer and has already garnered
significant attention from homeowners who
are worried about the potential direction
of the upcoming development.
Continuing westward, development is
marked by new restaurants Little Nickel
and Happy Empanada at the corner of
Westover Hills Boulevard and Forest Hill
Avenue. The announcement a month ago
about mixed-use commercial space with a
Veil Brewing tasting room spurred buzz
and positive energy from significant
portions of the neighboring community.
Local developer duo Birck Turnbull and
Charles Bice of High Summit Partners LLC
have more recently been focused on
Veil's flagship location and other projects
in Scott's Addition. Their shift of attention
to opportunities south of the James
indicates that investors recognize the
energy and promising, lucrative
opportunities here.
As with any development, communities
are forced to be adaptive and to change.
For now, our neighborhood will need to be
a positive advocate for those looking to
invest while also protecting our green
spaces, historic buildings, and
neighborhood charm.

http://vintagerva.blogspot.com/2010/10/beautiful-woodland-heights-1910.html
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WHCA Treasurer’s Report

Save the Date!
WHCA Safety Committee
The next meeting of the WHCA Safety
Subcommittee to work on non-Neighborhood
Watch issues such as traffic concerns,
signage, clogged storm sewers and other
concerns will be held on Wednesday, June
20 at 7 PM. An announcement will appear
on Nextdoor and Facebook Woodland Heights
pages along with the location. If you would
like to join this committee, please contact
me (Wilhelmina Bourne) at
secretary@woodlandheightsrva.org with
your contact information. Members will be
notified by email a couple of weeks before
the meeting.

May 2018
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Thank You!

First Forest Hill
Spring Classic

John Spain has worked tirelessly over
the years to provide the Woodland
Heights Neighborhood with a quality
newsletter to keep all of us connected
and in touch. THANK YOU, JOHN!
A huge thank you is also in order to
ALL the WHCA volunteers who work
countless, unseen hours in order to
ensure that Woodland Heights is a
perfect place to live and grow. THANK
YOU!

Carolyn Paulette
Friends of Forest Hill Park and Coqui
Cyclery presented the first Forest Hill
Spring Classic on Sunday afternoon, April
15, in Forest Hill Park. The 100 bikers
competing in 4 different races ranged from
2 years old to 18 years old. Three racers
won in each of the 4 races. See attached
photos. Many thanks to our sponsors and to
the parents who chose to bring their young
bikers to compete. Friends of Forest Hill
Park plan to make the Spring Classic an
annual event. We welcome new members
and new board members to help us bring
this event to the community.
For more information about joining
Friends of Forest Hill Park, see our website,
friendsofforesthillpark.org.

May 2018
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Woodland Heights Civic Association Meeting Minutes
WHCA Minutes for 17 Nov 2017 WHCA Meeting
1. The meeting was called to order by Susan Kennedy Spain, Vice President. City
Councilman Minutes of the Sep 12 2017 minutes were distributed and approved.
Susan Martin gave the treasurers report.
2. Guest Speaker, Heather Farber from Richmond CASA spoke. She described the
mission of Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) and their role in assisting
the courts in making informed decisions for children who have been abused or
neglected. Ms. Farber related that Richmond CASA is recruiting volunteers for
their next training class. She provided literature for any who might be interested.
3. Gustavo Angeles noted that terms for 2 of the current officers will expire in
December and asked for nominations from anyone who has an interest in serving
in any position contact Gustavo. Two of the current members will remain for the
sake of continuity and will rotate off during the next election cycle. Nominations
will be presented at the next WHCA meeting.
4. Gustavo Angeles raised the issue of the traffic changes proposed by the city
government at the intersections of Semmes, Forest Hill and Dundee Avenues, and
at the Semmes Ave. and 34th Street intersection. The city had first presented 3
sets of plans for the area in May 2016, but stated that no money was available.
The traffic engineering department has applied for a grant under the “Safe Routes
to School” Program proposing changes outlined in Plan 3 of those previously
presented. Great concern and opposition to parts of that plan were expressed by
those present and a meeting was scheduled for 7PM on Tuesday Nov 21 at the
WH Baptist church to discuss concerns and arrive at a consensus for what the
neighborhood wants in negotiating with Richmond City Government.
5. The door-prize drawing was held.
6. The meeting was adjourned. The next regular WHCA meeting will be held on
Tuesday, 13 Feb 2018, at 7 PM.
Minutes for the 13 Feb, 2018 WHCA Meeting
1. Gustavo Angeles, President WHCA, opened the meeting.
2. Minutes of the Nov, 2017 meeting were approved.
3. Parker Agelasto, 5th District Councilman addressed items of particular interest to the neighborhood:
a. An ordinance is before City Council to give some of the right away at 24 th and Perry for sidewalks and
curbs for the new housing project to be built soon. The public hearing will be 26 Feb, 2018 5PM.
b. Bike lanes (to be in the parking lanes from 24th to 34th) will be painted on Semmes Ave. once the utility
work is completed and the road repaved. This is expected to happen by the fall.
c. Councilman Agelasto explained his proposal for a cigarette tax to help finance critical improvements
to Richmond’s public schools. Richmond is the only major city in Virginia that does not have a
cigarette tax.
d. Friends of Forest Hill Park group has asked for volunteers to help clean up invasive plants and garbage
in the park.
4. WHCA officers for the next year were elected:
a. President: Gustavo Angeles
b. Vice-President: Vaughn Garland
c. Secretary: Wilhelmina Bourne
d. Treasurer: Susan K. Spain
5. President’s announcements:
a. Gustavo Angeles applauded the heavy turnout in support of Neighborhood Watch and expressed a
hope for similar involvement in other projects that WHCA pursues on behalf of Woodland Heights.
b. Several requests to WHCA for donations were presented and approved:
i.
Friends of Forest Hill Park $300
ii.
Patrick Henry School for building improvement $250
iii.
WH Baptist Church (not a request, but a decision to increase donation due to increased use
of church facilities) $300
6. Neighborhood Watch (N.W.) Proposal- Malcolm Parks and Julie Samitt.
a. Julie Samitt introduced herself and explained her motivation for becoming involved in organizing N.W.
for Woodland Heights. She knows people who have been negatively affected by crime and would like
to work on making our neighborhood safer.
b. Malcolm Parks has been doing some research on Neighborhood Watch. He listed some things that
N.W. is and can do: Promote a sense of togetherness in the community, foster contact with the police,
educate us on how and what to report to the police. Some goals N.W. will be to decrease crime,
increase safety and improve the quality of life in Woodland Heights. If you would like to contact
Malcolm or Julie about Neighborhood Watch, you may reach them at
woodlandheightswatch@yahoo.com. Julie and Malcolm have set up a special N.W. group within
Nextdoor Woodland Heights. It can be can be accessed at the left side of the page if you are a
member of Nextdoor. One issue for the neighborhood is that Woodland Heights is in two different
police precincts: South of Semmes, 2nd Precinct (Lt Kelly O’Connell) and north of Semmes, 3rd precinct
(Lt Giles). Lt O’Connell spoke briefly. She stated that 2nd precinct is shorthanded right now at the same
time there is an increase in property crime. She urged us to lock our cars to prevent thefts, and
provided the non-emergency number: 804-646-5100.
7. There was a brief discussion of money available and fundraising which was tabled until the next meeting
as it was not on the agenda.
8. The door prize drawing was held and Stuart Spicer was thanked for providing refreshments.
9. The meeting was adjourned.
10. The next meeting will be: Tues. Apr 10 at 7 PM
11. Next Neighborhood Watch Meeting will be: Tues. Mar 6 at 7 PM Woodland Heights Baptist church.
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WHCA Minutes for 10 April 2018 WHCA Meeting
1. The meeting was called to order by Wilhelmina Bourne, Secretary.
President, Gustavo Angeles was delayed by a work meeting.
2. Minutes of the Feb 13, 2018 minutes were distributed and approved.
Susan K Spain gave the treasurers report.
3. Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison to City Council, gave the 5th District
update:
a.
The cigarette tax proposed by Councilman Agelasto to help city
schools is still under consideration by City Council and will be
voted on at a future date.
b.
A decision on the grant proposal by the city to fund changes to
the intersections around Patrick Henry Schools is still not final,
but the grantors have expressed some interest in the proposal.
c.
The city bus route will change in June from Roanoke Street to W
26th Street. Stephen Moncrieffe asked if trash cans were to be
provided at the stops as some have been stolen and the areas
around bus stops become littered. Amy Robins responded that
her office would attempt to see that trash cans are provided in
the area.
d.
Amy Robins has applied for grants from the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation to provide trees to be planted in Carter Jones Park
and Canoe Run Park.
e.
5th District meetings of interest: 5th District Meeting April 26 at
6:30 Byrd Park Roundhouse; Woodland Heights Volunteer Cleanup
Oct 20 at 9AM meet at Patrick Henry School Of Science and
Arts; 5th District Meeting Oct. 25 at 6:45 at Patrick Henry
School.
4. Amy Robins gave a summary of the Safety Committee meeting. She
invited neighbors to consider joining the proposed Safety Walking Club
in which neighbors combine walking (with dogs, babies, or just
ourselves) and evaluating safety issues in the neighborhood such as
missing stop signs, clogged storm gutters. The date for the initial walk
will be announced and a checklist will be provided to walkers. The
minutes of the Safety Committee Meeting are attached.
5. Malcolm Parks and Julie Samitt gave an update on the Neighborhood
Watch. A block captain meeting was held on April 7 and another is
planned for April 19 at 7 PM. The focus of these meetings is to decide
on roles and responsibilities of block captains. Blocks for which
someone has volunteered to be block captain will be included in the WH
Neighborhood Watch. Other blocks will be added as they acquire block
captains. If you would like to volunteer, you may contact Malcolm or
Julie at woodlandheightswatch@yahoo.com. The next general
Neighborhood Watch meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 1 at 7PM.
6. Susan Spain presented a proposal for a Woodland Heights Community
Engagement and Volunteerism Survey as a tool to evaluate what the
Association might do to appeal to more involvement by from residents
of Woodland Heights. Susan will draft the survey and post it on
Nextdoor. Susan invites input on this from the community. Susan also
reminded the meeting that membership fee is due each year on
January 1 so if you have not paid in 2018, you may do so by check,
7. Gustavo Angeles spoke about the need for volunteers to assist the
neighborhood association. He introduced Emily McMillan, who has
offered to take on editing and producing the newsletter. Gustavo
asked for further volunteers to assist Emily with the newsletter. If
you would like to help with this ongoing project, please private
message Gustavo or Emily on Nextdoor Woodland Heights. Bryson
Lefmann volunteered to organize the next neighborhood yard sale.
Bryson can be reached on Nextdoor if you would like to be involved
with the yard sale. Bryson Lefmann also provided refreshments for the
meeting.
8. The meeting was adjourned.
11
9. The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 14 June, at 7 PM.

May 2018

12

New Natives in
Forest Hill Park
Pat Wood
Thanks to the efforts of dozens of volunteers
during the past year, masses of English ivy,
Japanese honeysuckle and other non-native plants
have been removed from Forest Hill Park in the old
azalea garden. Although invasive plant removal
continues, enough space has been created to
allow the planting of new native perennials and
trees, which is what Friends of Forest Hill Park did
recently.
The group purchased the plants from Reedy
Creek Environmental, a local cultivator known for
growing plants native to the Richmond area. That
aspect is important because of Virginia’s varied
topography – mountains to piedmont to coastline –
very different weather and ground zones.
Now that spring has arrived, bringing warmer
weather, the newly planted cultivars will boast new
leaves and blooms over a period of months for
everyone to enjoy, including the creatures that live
in and visit the park.
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The plantings include perennial flowers such as
golden ragwort, cardinal flower, river oats, blue
mist and gray goldenrod. Shrubs such as
hazelnut, beautyberry and spicebush are new
additions. The new plantings also include
chestnut oaks, southern red oak, poplar and other
hardwood natives.
On top of the plantings in and around the old
azalea garden, Friends of Forest Hill Park recently
planted seventy-five hardwood seedlings on the
hills northeast of the lake. The tree stock in that
area is sparse and some trees are near the end
of their lives. Hills without ample vegetation can
have erosion, so replenishing the tree stock is
vital. The Virginia Department of Forestry grows
native seedlings each year and makes them
available at reasonable cost to non-profit groups
that wish to help reforest Virginia. The Friends
group bought Allegheny chinquapin, southern red
oak, chestnut oak, silky dogwood and hazelnut
trees. Six energetic volunteers spent time on a
March weekend getting the young trees in the
ground.
This has been a productive planting season in
the park, one that will improve the health and
beauty of Forest Hill Park for many years to come.
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Forest Hill Park
Blue Bird Trail
Laura Dysart
Forest Hill Park has a 10 house bluebird trail reserved for native species of
birds that volunteers monitor to promote the
blue bird and native bird species
populations through the Virginia Blue Bird
Society. So far this spring we have two
blue bird nests with eggs, and three chicka-dee nests with eggs. Trail monitors are
able to remove invasive bird nests such as
sparrows, as well as maintain the boxes
predator guards and protect against wasps
and ants. Volunteers also record the nests,
eggs, hatchlings and number of birds
fledged in the park each year to the
Virginia Blue Bird Society so that scientists
can track our bird populations. The blue
birds were declining in urban areas,
resulting in monitored bird trails in Virginia
and other states as well.
If you are interested in volunteering on
the trail please contact Laura Dysart
at lauradysart@verizon.net.

Friends of Forest Hill Park
Junior (FFHPJ)
FFHPJ are always looking for middle
school and high school students who share
a love of the park! The group holds monthly
meetings; the group does park clean-ups,
maintains the little free library, helps
monitor the blue bird trail, and assists the
FFHP Board with projects and events. The
FFHPJ plans and runs the annual Halloween
Howl event at the end of October as well. If
you have a child who is interested, please
go to:
www.friendsofforesthillpark.org/ffhp-junior.

June WHCA Meeting
Date Changed
The Woodland Heights Civic Association
Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 12th
has been moved to Thursday, June 14th. It
was necessary to reschedule since the
church has been reserved for the June
12th primary election. A proposal will be on
the June WHCA agenda to change our
regular meeting date to avoid election-day
conflicts in the future. Check your calendar
before the meeting so we can choose the
best date for everyone!

Interested in donating Door Prizes
for future WHCA Meetings?
Want to provide refreshments for
the Association?
Contact Wilhelmina at
secretary@woodlandheightsrva.org
Thanks for your help and effort in making
our neighborhood a perfect place to live and
grow!
May 2018
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Local Government Contacts
• Parker Agelasto, 5th District Councilmember
804-646-6050 parker.agelasto@richmondgov.com
• Dr. Patrick Sapani, 5th District School Board Rep
804-929-6930 psapini@rvaschools.net

• Amy Robins, 5th District Liaison
804-646-5724 amy.robins@richmondgov.com

Richmond Police Department
South of Semmes
Second Precinct - Sector 211 –
Lt. Kelly O'Connell - 804-646-8092
Kelly.OConnell@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 2nd Precinct
Officer Monica Powell - 804-646-8172
Monica.Powell@richmondgov.com
North of Semmes
Third Precinct - Sector 312
Lt. Harold Giles - 804-646-1412
Harold.Giles@richmondgov.com
Environmental Officer - 3rd Precinct
Officer Hawkins Wortham- 804-646-1412
Hawkins.Wortham@richmondgov.com
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5th District Meetings
•
•

•

UPDATED August 16, 2018
6:45pm Location TBD
Thursday, October 25, 2018
6:45pm Location: Patrick Henry School
of Arts
Holiday Party, Thursday, December 13,
2018 6:30pm Woodland Height Baptist
Church
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